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Quick Facts: Monash University at a Glance



Detail Information

University Name Monash University
Location Clayton, Victoria 3800, Australia (main campus)
QS World Ranking (2025) #37

THE World Ranking (2025) #80

Established 1958

Type Public Research University

Campuses Clayton, Caulfield, Peninsula, Parkville, Malaysia, Prato (Italy)
Total Student Population ~86,000 (all campuses)

International Students ~38% of Australian campus enrolments
Faculties 10

Official Website monash.edu

Student Portal my.monash.edu

LMS Moodle (learn.monash.edu)

Library monash.edu/library

Student Email Microsoft 365 (student@student.monash.edu)
Vice-Chancellor Professor Sharon Pickering

Note: Rankings, fees, leadership, and key dates change annually. Always verify current
information directly at monash.edu or contact your faculty.
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1. About Monash University {#about}

History and Founding

Monash University opened its doors in 1961, making it one of Australia's younger Go8
universities — but age hasn't slowed it down. Named after Sir John Monash, the First World
War general and civil engineer widely regarded as one of Australia's greatest ever citizens,
the university was established to meet the booming educational demand of post-war
Victoria.

Where the University of Melbourne was the old establishment, Monash was built to be
something different: a modern, science-forward, access-driven institution designed for the
suburbs of a rapidly expanding city. It opened in Clayton — not in the inner city — and that
location shaped its culture. It grew fast, and it grew big.

Today Monash is the largest university in Australia by total enrolment, with campuses in
Victoria, Malaysia, and a research centre in Prato, Italy. That scale is both its strength and, if
you're a first-year student arriving at Clayton, a little overwhelming. The Clayton campus
alone is effectively a small town.

Mission and Vision

Monash's stated mission is to "educate for a just and sustainable world and to create
knowledge and solutions that address the world's greatest challenges." That framing —
practical, impact-driven, globally oriented — runs through its culture in ways that show up in
how subjects are taught, how assessments are structured, and how research is prioritised.

The university sits within the Group of Eight (Go8), Australia's coalition of leading research-
intensive universities. It also holds the distinction of being Australia's only truly international
university, with a full degree-granting campus in Malaysia.

Global Rankings and Research

Monash ranks #37 globally on the QS World University Rankings (2025) and within the top
100 on the Times Higher Education rankings. Subject-level rankings are often higher —
Monash consistently appears in the top 50 globally in pharmacy, nursing, education, and
several engineering disciplines.

Research output is significant: the university publishes thousands of peer-reviewed papers
annually and operates several high-impact research institutes, including the Monash
Biomedicine Discovery Institute, the Monash Sustainable Development Institute, and the ARC
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Centre of Excellence for Electromaterials Science. The university has close ties to the Alfred
Hospital and Monash Medical Centre in Clayton — partnerships that give medicine and
health science students direct clinical research access.

Notable Alumni

e Richard Marles — Deputy Prime Minister of Australia (Law)

e Ted Baillieu — Former Premier of Victoria

¢ Anna Burke — Former Speaker of the House of Representatives

e Fiona Wood — Surgeon and 2005 Australian of the Year, known for spray-on skin
technology

e Alan Trounson — Pioneer in IVF research

2. Campus Guide {#campus}

Monash operates across multiple Victorian campuses, each with its own academic focus and
atmosphere. Knowing which campus your program runs from — and what's available there
— makes a real practical difference to your day-to-day experience.

[CAMPUS MAP PLACEHOLDER — All Victorian Campuses]

Clayton Campus (Main)

Clayton is the beating heart of Monash. At roughly 100 hectares in Melbourne's south-
eastern suburbs, it's one of the largest university campuses in Australia. The scale means
you'll need to plan your movement between buildings — a bike is a genuine competitive
advantage here.

Facility Location / Notes

Sir Louis Matheson Library Central library — largest on campus, 24/7 study spaces

Monash Medical Centre On-campus hospital, clinical training for medicine and
nursing

Campus Centre Food court, student services, booking desks

Menzies Building Arts, Humanities, main teaching hub

Engineering precinct Focused around the Clayton Road end

Innovation Walk Research institutes and industry partnerships

Monash Sport Gym, courts, pools, outdoor ovals

Student Residential Colleges Farrer, Roberts, Mannix, International House, Howitt

Coles / Campus Shops Basic grocery and convenience retail on campus

Monash Health Translation Clinical research partnership hub

Precinct

Transport to Clayton: PTV bus routes service Clayton from Huntingdale Station
(Cranbourne/Pakenham line). The journey from the city takes roughly 45-55 minutes door-
to-door. The free Monash bus circuit (Route 601 and others) connects internal campus



locations and surrounding suburbs. Cycling infrastructure has expanded significantly —
paths connect the campus to surrounding suburbs.

Parking: Permit-based. Expensive and limited near the core of campus. Not a daily
commuting strategy for most students.

Caulfield Campus

Located in the inner south-east, about 10 km from the CBD and well-served by the Frankston
train line (Caulfield Station is immediately adjacent to the campus).

Caulfield is home to:

- Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture (MADA)

- Faculty of Business and Economics (major programs)
- Faculty of Information Technology (several programs)

The campus has a more urban, compact feel than Clayton. The Hargrave-Andrew Library is
smaller than Matheson but well-resourced for the disciplines based there.

[CAMPUS IMAGE PLACEHOLDER — Caulfield]

Peninsula Campus

Located at Frankston, about 45 km south of Melbourne CBD on the Mornington Peninsula.
Quieter, coastal atmosphere.

Peninsula hosts:

- Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences (nursing programs primarily)
- Faculty of Education (some programs)

- Peninsula Library

Students here often note the strong sense of community that comes from a smaller campus.
Transport is the main limitation — it's accessible by Frankston train line but the commute
from the city is long.

Parkville Campus

The smallest Victorian campus, located near the University of Melbourne in Parkville. Houses
the Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. Students studying pharmacy
spend time here alongside students from the Victorian College of Pharmacy, which merged
with Monash in 2008.

Malaysia Campus

A full degree-granting campus in Subang Jaya, Selangor. Established in 1998, it enrols
approximately 9,000 students and offers degrees across engineering, IT, arts, business, and
medicine. Australian-standard degrees at a significantly lower cost point.

Prato Centre (Italy)

A research and short-course facility in Prato, Tuscany. Used primarily for short programs,
research residencies, and some postgraduate teaching. Not a full degree campus.



3. Faculties and Schools {#faculties}

Monash University organises its academic programs across ten faculties. Unlike the
University of Melbourne's Melbourne Model, Monash uses a more traditional structure where
most professional degrees can be entered directly from secondary school (with notable
exceptions like medicine).

Faculty Key Programs

Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture, Industrial Design, Fine Art, Urban

Architecture (MADA) Planning

Faculty of Arts Humanities, Social Sciences, Languages, Criminology,
Politics

Faculty of Business and Economics Commerce, Accounting, Finance, Marketing,

Economics, MBA

Faculty of Education Bachelor of Education, Master of Teaching, Early
Childhood

Faculty of Engineering Civil, Mechanical, Chemical, Electrical, Aerospace,
Materials

Faculty of Information Technology Computer Science, Data Science, Cybersecurity,

Software Engineering

Faculty of Law LLB, Juris Doctor, LLM

Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and MBBS, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy,
Health Sciences Paramedicine

Faculty of Pharmacy and Bachelor of Pharmacy, Doctor of Pharmacy, Masters
Pharmaceutical Sciences programs

Faculty of Science Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics,

Psychology, Earth Sciences

Double Degrees: Monash is well known for its double degree options. Popular combinations
include Law/Arts, Engineering/Commerce, Science/Computer Science, and Arts/Business.
Double degrees typically add one to two years to your study duration.

4. Academic Calendar 2026 {#calendar}

Monash operates on a semester system with two main teaching periods and an optional
summer semester.

[ACADEMIC CALENDAR TIMELINE PLACEHOLDER]



Period Approximate Dates (2026)

Semester 1 Orientation Mid to Late February
Semester 1 Teaching Commences Late February / Early March
Semester 1 Mid-Semester Break Mid-April (Easter)
Semester 1 Swot Vac (study week) Early June

Semester 1 Exam Period Mid to Late June
Semester 2 Teaching Commences Late July

Semester 2 Mid-Semester Break Mid-September

Semester 2 Swot Vac Late October

Semester 2 Exam Period Early to Mid-November
Summer Semester A Late November to January
Summer Semester B January to February
Graduation Ceremonies April and December

Always verify: Monash publishes its official academic calendar  at
monash.edu/students/admin/dates. Dates shift each year and vary slightly across campuses.

Key Dates to Understand:

¢ Census Date: The last date to withdraw from a unit without incurring a HECS-HELP or
tuition debt. Typically around week 4 of semester. Miss it and you're paying regardless.

o Last Day to Withdraw (academic): Usually around week 9. After this, a "Withdrawn
after census date" notation appears on your academic record.

o Swot Vac: A dedicated study week before exams with no scheduled teaching — use it
properly.

¢ Supplementary Exam Period: Shortly after the main exam period, for students
approved for supplementary assessment.

5. Student Portals and Digital Tools {#portals}

MyMonash (my.monash.edu)

The central student portal. Everything administrative lives here:
- Unit enrolment and timetable management

- Fee statements and HECS-HELP information

- Exam timetable and results

- Application for special consideration

- Scholarship management

- Course progression and credit points

- Campus card management

Log in with your Monash authcate username and password — this is the same login that
works across all Monash systems.


https://www.monash.edu/

Moodle (learn.monash.edu)

Monash uses Moodle as its Learning Management System. Each of your enrolled units will
have a Moodle page containing:

e Lecture slides, recordings, and reading lists

e Assignment submission portals (Turnitin-integrated)

e Discussion forums

e Assessment criteria and rubrics

e Announcements from teaching staff

e Grades once released

Tip: Set up Moodle notifications properly in Week 1. Teaching staff post announcements
through Moodle, and missing them is a common source of deadline surprises.

Allocate+ (Timetable Allocation)

Monash uses Allocate+ for allocating tutorial, lab, and workshop time slots. Access it
through MyMonash. You select your preferred times for each enrolled unit — popular time
slots fill fast. Log in early during the enrolment period.

Student Email (Microsoft 365)

Your Monash student email address ends in @student.monash.edu . Access via Outlook (web or
app). All official university communication arrives here — fee notices, exam timetables,
scholarship outcomes, faculty announcements. Check it regularly.

Library Portal (monash.edu/library)

The Monash University Library portal provides access to:

- Database searching across thousands of peer-reviewed journals
- E-books and e-journals

- Inter-campus and interlibrary loan requests

- Study room and consultation bookings

- Subject guides (curated by faculty librarians)

- Research help from subject specialists

The Sir Louis Matheson Library at Clayton operates extended hours during semester and is
open 24/7 during exam periods.

askMonash

Monash's centralised student enquiry system. Submit questions online and a student
services team member responds — useful for administrative questions about enrolment,
fees, or records when you can't find the answer yourself.

eduroam

Monash runs the eduroam wireless network across all campuses. Connect once with your
authcate credentials and you'll auto-connect at any eduroam-participating institution



worldwide — useful if you visit another university or travel internationally for study.

Printing (PaperCut)

Available across all campus libraries and many faculty buildings. Load credit through the
student portal. Black and white printing is cheapest; colour is more expensive and not
always available at every location.

6. Assignment Guide: Every Type Explained {#assignments}

[ASSIGNMENT WORKFLOW PLACEHOLDER]

Monash assessment tasks are diverse. Here's what you'll encounter, and what each actually
requires.

Essay

The most common written assignment across humanities, law, social sciences, and many
science disciplines. An essay presents a sustained argument in response to a specific
question or prompt.

Structure: Introduction (with a clear thesis statement), body paragraphs (each advancing
one aspect of the argument), conclusion (synthesising what the argument has established —
not restating it).

What markers look for: A clear, arguable thesis. Evidence integrated into argument rather
than appended to it. Critical thinking — evaluation and analysis, not just description.
Paragraph-level coherence. Correct and consistent referencing.

Report

Used heavily in engineering, business, IT, and science. Reports follow a formal structure:
executive summary or abstract, introduction, methodology (where relevant), findings/results,
discussion, conclusions, and recommendations.

What markers look for: Logical section structure. Clear, concise language. Evidence-based
findings separated cleanly from opinions in the discussion. Professional presentation —
tables, figures, and headings used to aid navigation.

Case Study Analysis

Common in business, law, nursing, and education. You apply theoretical frameworks to a
specific real-world situation, diagnose the problem, and propose solutions grounded in
course content.

What markers look for: Accurate identification of the core issue. Correct application of
theory (don't just name the theory — apply it). Acknowledgment of complexity and
competing interpretations.

Reflective Journal / Reflective Writing



Standard in nursing, education, social work, and psychology placements. You examine an
experience and connect it to theory and professional development.

What markers look for: Genuine critical reflection — not just "this happened and | felt X,"
but "this happened, and it challenges/confirms/complicates what I've learned about Y."
Connection to academic literature. Evidence of changed thinking.

Common frameworks used: Gibbs Reflective Cycle, Kolb's Experiential Learning Cycle,
Driscoll's Model. Check which your subject requires before you begin.

Literature Review

A synthesis of existing research on a topic. The literature review organises sources
thematically — it is not a list of article summaries one after another.

What markers look for: Coverage of key sources including seminal works. Thematic
organisation — group by idea or argument, not by author or date. Identification of patterns,
contradictions, and gaps in the existing literature. Critical evaluation of the quality and
relevance of sources.

Research Proposal

Outlines a planned research project. Common in Honours, Masters by Research, and PhD
pathways. Includes research question, literature context, methodology, ethical
considerations, and timeline.

What markers look for: A clear, feasible research question — specific enough to actually
answer within scope. Demonstrated familiarity with existing literature. A methodology that
genuinely suits the research question. Realistic timeline and ethical awareness.

Lab Report

Standard in science, engineering, pharmacy, and some psychology subjects. Follows a strict
structure: Title, Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
References.

What markers look for: Accurate and complete methods (replicable by another
researcher). Results reported objectively — in past tense, without interpretation. Discussion
that interprets findings in the context of existing literature and acknowledges limitations.

Research Paper

A formal academic paper — similar to a journal article format. Common in advanced
undergraduate and postgraduate subjects. Must make a substantive argument backed by
evidence.

What markers look for: Original analysis. Engagement with current literature. Clear
methodology or analytical framework. Discussion that goes beyond summarising findings.

Capstone Project

A major project completing a degree program. Often industry-linked, multidisciplinary, and
practically oriented. Assessed on integration of prior learning, professional quality of output,



and independent project management.

Dissertation and Thesis
o Dissertation: Masters-level extended research project, typically 15,000-30,000 words.

e Thesis: PhD-level contribution to original knowledge, typically 80,000-100,000 words.

Both require comprehensive literature review, clear methodology, results, discussion, and
conclusion. A PhD thesis must demonstrate a genuine original contribution to knowledge in
the field.

Presentation

Assessed on content, structure, delivery, and time management. For group presentations,
collaboration is also assessed.

Practical tips: Slides are a visual aid, not a script. Six words per slide maximum. Practise
your timing — running over is a mark penalty in most assessment criteria.

Portfolio

A curated collection of work produced over a semester or program. Common in education,
design, and fine arts. Assessed on the quality of individual pieces, the rationale for their
selection, and evidence of growth and reflection.

7. Grading System: HD, D, C, P and GPA {#grading}

Understanding Monash's Grade Scale

Monash uses a standard Australian grading system — different from the University of
Melbourne's Honours-based scale:

Grade Description Mark Range

HD High Distinction 80-100%

D Distinction 70-79%

C Credit 60-69%

P Pass 50-59%

N Fail 0-49%

NS Fail (Supp offered) Near-pass fail where supplementary may be offered
WN Withdrawn (no fail) Withdrawn after census, before academic penalty date
W Withdrawn Withdrawn before census date

What is WAM?



Monash calculates a Weighted Average Mark (WAM) — a percentage average weighted
by credit points.

Why it matters:

- Entry into Honours (usually requires a WAM of 70 or above in relevant units)
- Postgraduate program applications

- Some competitive graduate employer applications

- Scholarship eligibility (many scholarships require WAM 75+)

What is GPA?

Monash also calculates a Grade Point Average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale:

Grade GPA Points

HD (80-100%) 4.0
D (70-79%) 3.0
C (60-69%) 2.0
P (50-59%) 1.0
N (0-49%) 0.0

GPA is calculated as the weighted average of grade points across all completed units. It is
the measure most commonly used by employers and graduate school applications in
Australia and internationally.

GPA Calculation Example

[WAM AND GPA CALCULATION DIAGRAM PLACEHOLDER]

Grade Credit Points GPA Points Weighted GPA
MKT1120 83% HD 6 4.0 24.0
ACC1100 74% D 6 3.0 18.0
ECO1101 62% C 6 2.0 12.0
BUS1101 55% P 6 1.0 6.0
Total — — 24 — 60.0
GPA — — — — 2.5 (C/D border)

8. Referencing Guide {#referencing}

[REFERENCING DECISION TREE PLACEHOLDER]

Referencing at Monash is taken seriously. Getting it right is expected, not optional.



Which Style Does My Faculty Use?

Faculty / Discipline Referencing Style

Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences APA 7, Harvard, or Chicago (check per unit)
Business and Economics Harvard or APA 7

Engineering IEEE

Law AGLC 4 (Australian Guide to Legal Citation)
Medicine and Health Sciences APA 7 or Vancouver

Nursing APA 7

Pharmacy APA 7 or Vancouver

IT and Computer Science IEEE

Education APA 7

Science APA 7 or discipline-specific

Your unit guide is definitive. If there is a discrepancy between what you've heard and
what the unit guide says, follow the unit guide and confirm with your teaching staff.

APA 7th Edition (Quick Reference)

APA 7 is the most common referencing style across Monash.

In-text citation format:

- One author: (Smith, 2024)

- Two authors: (Smith & Brown, 2024)

- Three or more: (Smith et al., 2024)

- Direct quote: (Smith, 2024, p. 88)

- No author: Use the first few words of the title in italics: (The Annual Report, 2024)

Reference list examples:

Journal article with DOI:
Nguyen, T., & Patel, R. (2024). Digital literacy in tertiary education. Journal of Educational
Research, 52(3), 201-218. https://doi.org/10.1000/example

Book:
Williams, K. (2023). Research design for social scientists (2nd ed.). Sage Publications.

Website:
Monash University. (2025). Academic integrity policy.
https://www.monash.edu/students/academic-integrity

Government report:
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2024). Australia's health 2024. AIHW.
https://www.aihw.gov.au

Harvard Referencing (Monash Style)



In-text: (Smith 2024, p. 45) or Smith (2024, p. 45) when the author is the subject of the
sentence.

Reference list:
Smith, ] 2024, Foundations of academic writing, Cambridge University Press, Melbourne.

IEEE (Engineering and IT)

IEEE uses numbered references in square brackets in order of appearance.
In-text: "This approach was validated in previous work [3]."

Reference list:
[3] T. Nguyen and R. Patel, "Efficient routing in mesh networks," |IEEE Trans. Netw., vol. 31,
no. 2, pp. 450-462, Apr. 2024.

AGLC 4 (Law)

The Australian Guide to Legal Citation (4th edition) is mandatory for Monash Law students. It
uses footnotes rather than in-text citations.

Case citation:
Donoghue v Stevenson [1932] AC 562, 580 (Lord Atkin).

Legislation:
Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) s 13.

Journal article:
Tanya Aplin, 'The Development of Al Liability in Australia' (2024) 48(1) Monash University
Law Review 88.

Vancouver (Medicine and Pharmacy)

In-text: Superscript numbers in order of appearance — "This has been demonstrated in
clinical trials.>"

Reference list:
5. Smith JA, Brown KL, Patel R. Outcomes in paediatric oncology. N Engl | Med.
2024;390(4):301-10.

Common Referencing Mistakes



No page number on direct quotes Include (Author, Year, p. X) for every direct quote
"et al." with two authors Only use et al. for three or more (APA 7)
Citing a textbook that cites an Find and cite the original study

original study

Wikipedia in a reference list Not citable — follow Wikipedia's own footnotes to the
original source

Inconsistent formatting between Use Zotero or Mendeley from Week 1

entries

Missing DOI on journal articles Always include the DOI when it exists

Citing lecture slides Acceptable but not preferred — trace back to the

primary source

9. Academic Integrity at Monash {#integrity}

Monash has a detailed Academic Integrity Policy. Understanding it is not just about avoiding
penalties — it's about understanding what the degree you're paying for is worth.

What Counts as Academic Misconduct?

Plagiarism: Presenting another person's words, ideas, data, or creative work as your own.
This includes:

- Copying text without quotation marks and a citation

- Paraphrasing without attribution

- Self-plagiarism (resubmitting prior work without declaration)

- Unauthorised use of material from the same unit in a previous semester

Collusion: Working with other students on assessments designated as individual. This
includes sharing drafts, dividing questions between group members when the assessment is
individual, and submitting work where another person's contribution is not disclosed.

Contract Cheating: Having another person (or Al system, where prohibited) produce your
assessment. This includes essay mills, paid tutors who write for you, and online homework
help services that produce submitted work. Monash treats contract cheating as the most
serious category of misconduct.

Fabrication and Falsification: Inventing data, forging signatures, falsifying research
results, or misrepresenting sources.

Cheating in Exams: Unauthorised materials, communication with other students,
impersonating a student, accessing prohibited electronic devices.

Turnitin at Monash

Most written assessments at Monash are submitted through Turnitin, integrated within
Moodle. A similarity report is generated on submission. A high similarity percentage is not
automatic evidence of plagiarism — it depends on how much of the matched text is properly
cited and quoted. Markers use the report as an investigation tool, not an automated judge.



Consequences

Monash's Academic Integrity Procedure outlines a range of outcomes:

Severity Possible Outcome

Minor, first offence Formal warning, mandatory integrity module, no mark
penalty

Moderate Mark reduction, fail for the assessment

Serious Fail the unit

Very serious (e.g. contract Suspension, exclusion, degree cancellation

cheating)

Students have the right to respond to allegations before any outcome is decided. If you
receive an academic integrity notice, contact the Monash Student Association (MSA) for
independent advocacy support.

10. Al Policy: What You Can and Cannot Do {#ai-policy}

Monash University's approach to generative Al is evolving. The current framework
distinguishes between different types of Al use and gives individual units flexibility to set
specific policies.

Monash's Framework

Monash acknowledges that Al tools are part of the contemporary world. The university's
position is that Al use in assessed work must align with the academic integrity policy —
which means the key question is not which tool you used, but whether the work you submit
is genuinely your own.

Unit-Level Categories

Every unit coordinator sets their Al policy for their specific unit. Policies typically fall into
three categories:

Category What It Means for You

Al You may use Al tools. You must declare which tools you used and how. Al-
Permitted assisted but not Al-generated work.

Al Limited Al use only (e.g. grammar checking). Drafting or generating content is
Restricted prohibited.

Al No Al tools at all. Submitting Al-generated content equals academic misconduct,
Prohibited including Grammarly's Al rewrites.

Where to find the policy: Your unit's Moodle page, unit guide (available from Week 1), or
assessment brief. If it's not stated, ask your unit coordinator directly before you use any Al
tool.

Turnitin Al Detection

Monash uses Turnitin's Al detection feature. It flags text statistically likely to be Al-



generated. It is not foolproof — false positives exist — but it is reviewed by human markers
who make the final determination.

Responsible Al Use

Where Al is permitted:

- Declare all Al tools used — this is increasingly required even where not formally mandated
- Verify every claim Al produces. Al tools generate plausible-sounding incorrect information,
including fabricated citations

- Your own analysis, interpretation, and critical thinking must be present in the work

- Understand that Al tools do not have access to the most recent literature

Tool-by-Tool Guidance

Tool Typical Status

ChatGPT / Claude / Gemini (drafting) Prohibited in most assessed work unless Al Permitted

Grammarly (spell/grammar only) Generally acceptable

Grammarly Al Rewrite Restricted or prohibited — check per unit

QuillBot (paraphrase) Often restricted — check per unit

EndNote / Zotero / Mendeley Fine — reference management, not generative
SPSS / R/ Python (data analysis) Fine — computational tools, not content generators

11. Student Support Services {#support}

Monash offers extensive support infrastructure across all campuses. Students who engage
with support services early tend to perform better and recover faster from setbacks than
those who wait until they're in crisis.

Academic Learning Support

The Monash Learning Hub offers academic skills development through:

- Writing and assignment consultations (one-on-one)

- Mathematics and statistics support

- English language support (particularly useful for international students)

- Online learning modules in academic writing, critical thinking, and research skills
- Group study sessions and workshop programs

Book through the student portal or directly at the Learning Hub website.

Library Research Support

Subject librarians at Monash are a genuinely useful resource. They can:
- Help you find peer-reviewed sources specific to your assessment topic
- Show you advanced database search techniques

- Help you set up a reference manager properly

- Source articles via interlibrary loan at no cost to you



- Advise on citing unusual source types

Book through the library portal for a one-on-one session.

Monash Student Association (MSA)

The MSA is the elected student representative body at Clayton. It provides free, independent
advocacy services for students facing academic misconduct proceedings, special
consideration issues, or faculty disputes. If you receive an academic integrity notice or need
to appeal a decision, contact the MSA first.

Student Wellbeing and Mental Health

e Monash Health and Wellbeing: Counselling, mental health, and wellbeing services
across campuses. Free confidential sessions for enrolled students.

e Same Day Support: Walk-in counselling appointments for students in acute distress.
o Safer Communities: For reporting harassment, discrimination, or safety concerns.

e 24/7 Crisis Support: Lifeline (13 11 14), Beyond Blue (1300 22 4636).

Disability Support

The Disability Support Services (DSS) team provides academic adjustments for students
with disabilities, mental health conditions, chronic illness, or neurodivergence. Adjustments
might include extra exam time, alternative assessment formats, or specialist equipment.
Register early — adjustments take time to arrange and aren't retrospective.

Career Connect

Monash's careers service platform offers:

- Job listings (graduate, part-time, and internship)
- Resume and LinkedIn review

- Mock interviews

- Industry events and careers fairs

- Professional development workshops

The Monash Passport (a co-curricular framework) records extra-curricular professional
development that you can reference in job applications.

IT Support (Monash IT)

IT assistance for:

- Authcate (login) account issues

- Software and licences (Microsoft 365, SPSS, and others)
- Moodle technical issues

- eduroam setup

- Hardware loan

12. International Student Guide {#international}



Monash has a large and well-established international student community — approximately
38% of Australian campus enrolments are international students, from over 130 countries.

Student Visa (Subclass 500)

Your visa requires you to:

- Maintain satisfactory academic progress (failing units can trigger a visa compliance review)
- Study full-time (minimum 75% of a standard full-time load per semester in most cases)

- Notify Monash of any changes to your contact details or residential address

- Comply with work conditions (48 hours per fortnight during semester; unlimited during
scheduled course breaks)

OSHC (Overseas Student Health Cover)

OSHC is mandatory. Most international students at Monash are covered through Medibank
Private or Bupa, arranged at enrolment. Check your policy start and end dates cover your
entire stay in Australia, including pre-departure preparation time.

On-Arrival Checklist
[STUDENT JOURNEY DIAGRAM PLACEHOLDER]

Task When

Collect student card Orientation / Week 1
Set up authcate login Before orientation
Register with Monash Health and Wellbeing (GP) Week 1-2

Open an Australian bank account Week 1-2

Apply for Tax File Number (TFN) Week 1-2 (if working)
Get a Myki card Arrival

Connect to an Australian mobile carrier Arrival

Register current address in MyMonash Before semester starts

Opening an Australian Bank Account

CommBank, Westpac, ANZ, and NAB all offer student accounts. Many allow online pre-arrival
setup. Bring your passport, visa label or CoE, and proof of local address when completing in-
branch verification.

Part-Time Work Options

Common roles for international students:

- Hospitality (cafes, restaurants, food delivery)

- Retail

- Campus employment (library assistants, admin, research assistance for eligible students)
- Private tutoring

- Rideshare driving (vehicle access required)



Cost of Living Near Monash (Approximate 2026)

Expense Monthly Estimate

Rent (shared house, Clayton area) $700-$1,200

Groceries $280-$450

Public transport (Myki) $120-$180

Phone plan $30-$50

Utilities (share of shared household) $70-$130

Food / eating out $150-$350

Total estimate $1,350-$2,360/month

Clayton and surrounding suburbs (Clayton South, Notting Hill, Mulgrave) are generally more
affordable than inner Melbourne. This cost difference is one practical advantage of Monash's
suburban location.

Safety

¢ Download the Monash Safe app — it allows you to call for help, access safety resources,
and share your location with trusted contacts

e The campus operates after-hours security patrols

e Register with your home country's consulate if travelling or living in regional areas

13. Faculty-Specific Assignment Tips {#faculty-tips}

Business and Economics
e Business reports need a clear, standalone executive summary. Write the executive
summary last, after the full report is complete.

e Case study analysis in business subjects: identify the problem before you identify the
solution. Students who jump to recommendations without diagnosing the root issue lose
marks.

e Use real data wherever possible. IBIS World, Statista, and Morningstar are available
through the Monash Library. Current industry figures in an assignment show initiative.

e Harvard or APA 7 — check your unit guide, because even within the faculty this varies.

Engineering
e Lab reports have a strict prescribed format. Follow it exactly — structure is itself part of
the assessment.

e Figures and tables need proper captions and must be referenced within the text. "See
Figure 3" is not optional.

o |EEE referencing. Set up Zotero with the IEEE output style early in the semester.



e For design assignments, document your decision-making process thoroughly. Markers
want to see why you chose your approach, not just the final design.

Law

e AGLC 4 is non-negotiable. If you haven't used legal referencing before, invest time in it
during the first two weeks of your first law unit — not the night before your first
assignment.

e |IRAC (Issue, Rule, Application, Conclusion) is the standard framework for problem
questions. Apply it systematically.

e For essays, your thesis must be clearly arguable — a thesis that no one could disagree
with is not a thesis, it's a description.

e Read primary sources — actual cases and legislation — not just what textbooks say about
them.

Nursing and Health Sciences

e Clinical placement reflective journals need to connect observation to evidence-based
practice. "l saw the nurse do X" is not enough — connect it to the research literature on
why X is best practice.

e Academic writing in nursing must be evidence-based. General health websites are not
citable sources — peer-reviewed clinical journals are.

e APA 7 is the standard. Get a reference manager set up early — you'll accumulate a lot of
sources quickly.

Information Technology

e Programming assignments: comment your code clearly. Documented logic earns partial
marks even when the program doesn't run correctly.

e Technical reports in IT: distinguish between technical documentation (for developers) and
user documentation (for non-technical users). They serve different audiences and should
be written differently.

e |EEE referencing for formal written reports.

e Research in computing dates quickly — aim for sources published within the last five
years unless citing foundational works.

Education
e Lesson plans and curriculum designs must directly reference the Australian Curriculum or
relevant Victorian Curriculum F-10 standards. Don't design in a vacuum.

e Placement reflection tasks are professional development exercises, not just academic
assessments. Engage with them accordingly.

e APA 7 is standard. The Australian Curriculum website is a citable source.

Psychology

e APA 7 is the discipline standard globally. Learn it properly before your first research
report.



e Lab reports follow a rigid structure (Abstract, Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion,
References) — deviation from it will cost you marks regardless of content quality.

e Statistical reporting must follow APA format: e.g., t(48) = 3.21, p = .002, d = 0.91. Get
this right.

e The Discussion section is where you earn your HD. Interpretation of results in the context
of theory and literature is what distinguishes a pass from a distinction.

Pharmacy

e Drug names must be correct — generic names are preferred over brand names in
academic writing.

e Vancouver referencing is common for pharmacological studies; APA 7 for some units —
verify per unit.

e Evidence hierarchy matters in pharmacy. Systematic reviews and RCTs carry more weight
than case studies or expert opinion.

Arts and Humanities

e Chicago footnoting style is used in many history and some philosophy units — learn the
difference between author-date (Chicago 17A) and notes-bibliography (Chicago 17B)
formats.

e Argument is expected to be genuinely contentious — not a statement of the obvious.
Your thesis should be something that a reasonable, informed reader could dispute.

e Primary sources matter in history. Secondary literature interprets; primary sources are

the evidence itself.

14. How to Score a High Distinction {#hd}

An HD at Monash (80%+) is not a lucky outcome — it's the result of consistent decisions

made well before submission day.

[ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST PLACEHOLDER]

1. Read the Rubric Before You Write a Single Word

Every Monash assessment has a marking rubric or assessment criteria document. This is not
fine print — it is the single most important document related to your assessment. Read it
carefully. It tells you exactly what markers are rewarding at each grade band. Students who
miss HD by a few marks almost always did so because they didn't address one criterion
adequately.

2. Answer the Actual Question Asked

The most common reason an essay sits at Credit rather than HD is that it answered a related
question rather than the specific one asked. Before submitting, read the question again and
check: every paragraph of this essay directly advances my answer to this specific question.

3. Move from Description to Analysis



Description says what happened. Analysis says why it matters, what it means, and how it
connects to other ideas or findings. HD work operates at the analytical level throughout. If
most of your sentences start with "This shows that..." or "This means that...", you're doing
analysis. If they start with "This is..." or "This occurred because...", you may be closer to
description.

4. Use Sources Critically, Not Decoratively

Citing a source is not the same as engaging with it. HD students demonstrate that they've
read the source, understood it, and are using it in relationship to other sources and to their
own argument — not just appended as evidence that they did the reading.

5. Structure Is Argument

In essay writing, where you place a piece of evidence and how you connect it to your thesis
is itself part of your argument. Every paragraph should begin with a clear topic sentence
making a claim, use evidence to support that claim, explain the connection, and link back to
your thesis or forward to the next point.

6. Reference Without Errors

Reference errors are unnecessary mark losses. Use Zotero or Mendeley. Check every entry
in your reference list before you submit. Common errors — missing DOIls, wrong edition
numbers, inconsistent capitalisation — cost marks in most units.

7. Edit in Two Passes

First pass: argument and structure. Does the essay flow logically? Does each paragraph
serve the thesis? Is evidence integrated or just listed? Second pass: language and
referencing. Sentence clarity, grammar, word choice, consistency. Do not do both in one
pass — you will miss things.

8. Submit with Time to Spare

Moodle can be slow near submission deadlines when many students are uploading
simultaneously. Submit at least 30 minutes before the deadline. Late penalties at Monash
are applied from the due time — not from when you tried to submit.

15. Common Assignment Mistakes (and How to Fix Them)
{#mistakes}



Mistake

Descriptive instead

of analytical

Not addressing all

rubric criteria

Over-reliance on one

or two sources

Weak thesis
statement

Quotes without
context

Under-referencing
Poor paragraph
structure

Late submission
Missing the word
count range

Submitting a first
draft

Why It Costs Marks

Doesn't demonstrate critical
thinking

Misses marks for uncovered

criteria

Shows limited research depth

Essay lacks direction

Evidence doesn't connect to

argument

Risk of plagiarism finding

Hard to follow, loses marks on

argument quality

Typically 10% per day penalty
at Monash

Penalised over; under-written
receives poor marks

Quality is significantly lower
than second draft

Fix

Ask "so what?" after every factual
claim

Check off each criterion before

submitting

Aim for breadth and variety across
quality sources

Write your thesis after your body,
not before

Introduce, quote, explain — every
time

Every claim that isn't common
knowledge needs a citation

One idea per paragraph, topic
sentence first

Build buffer time; submit early
Write to the midpoint of any stated
range

Always revise at least once after an
initial draft

16. Software Every Monash Student Should Know

{#software}



Software

Microsoft 365

Zotero
Mendeley

SPSS

NVivo

R / RStudio
Python

MATLAB

Tableau

Power BI

AutoCAD / Revit

Stata

Overleaf (LaTeX)

Adobe Creative
Cloud

What It Does

Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Teams,

OneDrive

Reference management

Reference management

Statistical analysis

Qualitative data analysis

Statistical computing

Programming and data analysis

Engineering and numerical computing

Data visualisation

Business intelligence

Engineering and architecture design

Econometrics and statistics

Academic typesetting (engineering,

maths, science)

Design, video, photography

Free for Students?

Yes — via Monash

Yes — fully free
Yes — free version

Available via Monash
licence

Available via Monash
licence

Yes — open source
Yes — open source

Available via faculty
licence

Free student licence

Included with Microsoft
365

Student licence available

Available for economics
students

Free tier; premium
discounted

Discounted — check
faculty

17. Research and Study Resources {#resources}

Monash Library Databases (Free Access for Students)



Database Best For

JSTOR Humanities, social sciences, economics
ScienceDirect (Elsevier) Sciences, engineering, medicine
Springer Link Science, technology, medicine

Taylor & Francis Online Social sciences, humanities

IEEE Xplore Engineering, computing, IT

PubMed Medicine, biology, health sciences
PsycINFO / PsycARTICLES Psychology and behavioural science
Business Source Complete Business, economics, management
LexisNexis Law, legal cases, legislation

Informit Australian content across disciplines
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Finding past theses for methodology reference
Cochrane Library Evidence-based medicine and health

Google Scholar Tips

Set up institutional access while on-campus eduroam or via the Monash Library's database
proxy. You'll see full-text PDF links appear next to results. Use the "Cited by" function to
trace how a foundational paper has been built on by subsequent research — useful for
building a literature review.

Grey Literature Sources

Source What It Provides

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Demographics, economics, health, social data
AIHW Health and welfare statistics

Parliament of Australia Legislation, bills, inquiries

Productivity Commission Economic and social policy analysis

OECD iLibrary International comparative data

World Bank Open Data Global economic indicators

18. Student Life at Monash {#student-life}

Accommodation

Residential Colleges (Clayton): Farrer, Roberts, Mannix, International House, and Howitt
Hall are on or adjacent to the Clayton campus. These are competitive to enter — apply early.



They range in size, culture, and cost.

University Apartments: Monash also operates apartment-style accommodation at Clayton
and Caulfield. Less communal than colleges but more flexibility.

Private Rental: Suburbs within reasonable distance of Clayton include Clayton, Notting Hill,
Huntingdale, Oakleigh, and Springvale. These are more affordable than inner-city Melbourne.
Flatmates.com.au and Facebook groups are common platforms for finding housemates.

Getting Around
e Train: Huntingdale Station (Cranbourne/Pakenham line) is the nearest station to Clayton
campus. PTV buses connect Huntingdale to the campus core.

o Free Campus Bus: Monash runs free bus circuits connecting campus areas and nearby
train stations. Routes and times are on the Monash website.

e Cycling: Growing cycling infrastructure across and around campus. Bike cages at all
major buildings. A bike cuts travel time significantly and eliminates the parking problem.

e Driving: Permit parking on campus. Expensive and limited. Not a sustainable daily
strategy for most students.

Student Associations

e Monash Student Association (MSA): Main student representative body at Clayton.
Clubs and societies, advocacy, welfare, events.

¢ MUSA (Monash University Students' Association): Represents students at Caulfield.

e Clubs: Monash has hundreds of clubs — academic, cultural, sporting, faith-based, hobby,
and professional. Joining one in your first semester is one of the more effective things you
can do socially, especially as an international student building networks.

Budgeting

e Centrelink Youth Allowance (domestic students who meet income and residency
requirements)

e Rent Assistance (if receiving Youth Allowance)

e Emergency financial assistance through Monash Student Community and Welfare (MSCW)

e Food relief available through the MSA food pantry

o HECS-HELP (domestic students) means you don't pay upfront tuition — debt is repaid
through the tax system once income exceeds the threshold

Scholarships

Monash offers substantial scholarship programs:



Scholarship Who It's For

Monash International Leadership International undergraduates with strong academic

Scholarship record

Monash Equity Scholarship Domestic students from disadvantaged
backgrounds

Faculty Excellence Scholarships High-achieving students across faculties

Destination Australia Scholarship Students studying regionally

Research Training Program (RTP) Domestic postgraduate research students

All current scholarships are listed at monash.edu/study/fees-scholarships/scholarships.

Student Sport

Monash Sport operates across campuses with:

- Gymnasiums (membership required)

- Indoor courts (basketball, netball, badminton)

- Outdoor ovals and fields

- Swimming pools (Clayton)

- Over 30 sporting clubs competing in inter-university and community competitions

Monash competes in the UniSport national university games annually.

19. Sample Assignment Topics by Faculty {#samples}

These are realistic examples of assessment questions you might encounter at Monash. They
are illustrative — not taken from specific units.

1. Marketing: Develop a consumer behaviour analysis for a plant-based food brand
entering the Australian market. Apply at least two theoretical models from the unit.

2. Accounting: Evaluate whether a hypothetical company's revenue recognition practices
comply with AASB 15. Identify any areas of non-compliance and recommend corrections.

3. Law: Advise your client on their negligence claim. Apply the principles from Donoghue v
Stevenson and subsequent Australian developments.

4. Engineering (Civil): Design a stormwater management system for a hypothetical 10-
hectare development site. Justify your design against AS/NZS 3500 and local council
planning requirements.

5. Nursing: Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle, reflect on a clinical placement experience
where you observed a breakdown in therapeutic communication. Identify the evidence-
based practice implications.

6. Computer Science: Implement and compare the performance of two sorting algorithms
on datasets of varying size. Analyse time and space complexity theoretically and
empirically.

7. Psychology: Critically evaluate the evidence for the cognitive behavioural model of
generalised anxiety disorder.

8. Business Economics: Using aggregate demand and supply analysis, assess the likely
impact of a hypothetical 1% increase in Australia's cash rate on consumption,
investment, and net exports.


https://www.monash.edu/study/fees-scholarships/scholarships

9. Education: Design a two-week unit plan for a Year 5 class on sustainable development.
Include explicit differentiation strategies for students with diverse learning needs.

10. Arts (Sociology): Using Bourdieu's concepts of cultural capital and habitus, analyse how
secondary school choice reproduces social inequality in Australia.

11. Pharmacy: Compare the pharmacokinetic profiles of two statins used in the
management of hypercholesterolaemia. Discuss clinical implications for patient selection.

12. Architecture: Critically evaluate the environmental sustainability credentials of a
recently completed commercial building in Melbourne using the Green Star framework.

13. Finance: Calculate the weighted average cost of capital for an ASX-listed company.
Discuss the limitations of your calculation and the assumptions made.

14. Criminology: Evaluate the effectiveness of restorative justice programs in reducing
recidivism rates among young offenders in the Australian context.

15. Data Science: Build a binary classification model to predict customer churn from a
provided dataset. Evaluate performance using precision, recall, and F1 score.

16. Political Science: Analyse the role of media framing in shaping public opinion on
climate change policy in Australia between 2019 and 2024.

17. Medical Science: Describe the pathophysiology of type 2 diabetes mellitus and evaluate
the mechanisms of action of metformin.

18. Fine Art (critical studies): Analyse how a selected Australian Indigenous artwork
challenges or complicates Western art historical categories.

19. Environmental Science: Assess the effectiveness of Victoria's biodiversity offset
scheme in protecting threatened species. What are its principal weaknesses?

20. IT (Cybersecurity): Conduct a theoretical threat model for a small financial services
company's hybrid cloud infrastructure and propose a prioritised mitigation strategy.

20. Case Studies: Real Academic Scenarios {#case-studies}

Case Study 1: The Google Scholar Trap

Scenario: A third-year business student writing a marketing essay finds a relevant article
via Google Scholar. The article doesn't come through the library link, so she accesses it
through ResearchGate. She cites it in her reference list with the ResearchGate URL instead
of the journal DOI.

Problem: Not a misconduct issue, but the citation was incorrect, costing marks on
referencing. She also couldn't verify this was the final published version versus a preprint.

Lesson: Always access articles through the Monash Library proxy to get the published
version, and always cite the DOI where available — not the aggregator URL.

Case Study 2: The Shared Google Doc

Scenario: Two engineering students in the same tutorial decide to prepare for their
individual lab reports by creating a shared Google Doc where they note down the
experiment observations and discuss what the results mean. They each write their own
reports separately.

Outcome: Turnitin flags similarity between the two reports, not because they copied each
other's writing, but because their discussion led to very similar analytical conclusions
phrased similarly. An academic integrity investigation is opened.



Lesson: For individual assessments, your thinking process — not just your writing — needs
to be independent. Discuss experiments verbally if needed, but develop your own analysis
without shared written notes.

Case Study 3: The QuillBot Shortcut

Scenario: A first-year international student is under time pressure and uses QuillBot to
paraphrase several paragraphs from a textbook to meet his word count requirement. His
unit's Al policy says "Al grammar tools are permitted but Al-generated paraphrasing is not."

Outcome: The assignment is flagged by Turnitin's Al detection feature. The student receives
a zero for the task and a formal academic integrity warning on his file.

Lesson: QuillBot is a paraphrasing tool — which means it's generating academic content on
your behalf. In units where Al content generation is prohibited, using QuillBot for
paraphrasing is not acceptable, regardless of how small the percentage was.

Case Study 4: The Special Consideration Window

Scenario: A second-year nursing student's grandmother passes away two days before her
major reflective essay is due. She's distressed and submits anyway, doing her best under
the circumstances. She receives a Credit — lower than her usual performance. She thinks
about applying for special consideration a week later.

Outcome: Monash's special consideration process requires applications to be submitted
before or very shortly after the assessment due date. Her application was accepted due to
the circumstances but the late submission of the application made the process significantly
more difficult.

Lesson: Submit special consideration as early as possible — before or on the due date if you
can. Don't wait to see if you need it. You can always withdraw the application if you end up
not needing it.

21. Frequently Asked Questions {#faqs}

Admissions and Enrolment

1. How does the academic structure at Monash differ from the University of
Melbourne?

Monash uses a more traditional entry model — many professional degrees including
engineering, law (LLB), nursing, pharmacy, and education are available as undergraduate
programs, meaning you can enter directly from secondary school. This contrasts with
Melbourne's graduate-entry Melbourne Model. Medicine at Monash (MBBS) is a five-year
undergraduate degree.

2. What ATAR do | need for Monash?

Entry requirements vary significantly by program. High-demand programs like medicine and
pharmacy require ATARs in the high 90s; other programs are more accessible. Check current
entry requirements at the Monash course finder as these change annually.

3. Can | transfer between Monash faculties?

Yes, in most cases. Internal course transfer applications are submitted through MyMonash.
Approval depends on meeting the entry requirements of the destination program and credit
point transfer arrangements. Apply early — transfer rounds have specific dates.



4. What is a double degree at Monash?

A double degree allows you to complete two qualifications concurrently. Popular
combinations include Law/Arts, Engineering/Commerce, and Science/Computer Science.
Double degrees typically add one to two years compared to completing each degree
separately, but you save a full degree's worth of time compared to doing them sequentially.

5. What is the difference between a unit and a subject?

These terms are often used interchangeably. At Monash, "unit" is the preferred term. Each
unit is worth a set number of credit points (typically 6 for most undergraduate units). A
standard full-time year is 48 credit points (8 units of 6 credit points each).

Academic and Assessment

6. What is special consideration and how do | apply?

Special consideration is a formal process for students whose ability to complete an
assessment has been significantly affected by circumstances beyond their control (iliness,
bereavement, family crisis). Apply through MyMonash with supporting documentation as
early as possible — ideally before or on the due date. Outcomes include extensions,
supplementary assessments, or waived late penalties.

7. What happens if | miss a final exam?

Apply for special consideration immediately. If granted, you'll typically receive a
supplementary examination. Missed exams without an approved application receive a fail
grade for that component.

8. What is a supplementary assessment?

An alternative assessment task offered to students who missed or performed poorly on an
assessment due to approved circumstances. The result replaces or supplements the original
— it is not a guaranteed score improvement.

9. Can | appeal a final grade?

Yes. The process involves first requesting a review from the unit coordinator. If unsatisfied,
you can escalate to a formal appeal. Appeals must be based on specific procedural grounds
(marking errors, failure to apply criteria correctly) — they cannot be based solely on
disagreement with the mark received.

10. What is the census date and why does it matter?

The census date (usually around week 4 of semester) is the last day to withdraw from a unit
without incurring a HECS-HELP debt (for domestic students) or tuition liability (for
international students). Withdrawing before the census date means no financial obligation
for that unit.

11. How do | withdraw from a unit after census without failing?

Submit a withdrawal through MyMonash before the last day to withdraw without academic
penalty (typically around week 9). You'll receive a "WN" notation on your transcript — this
shows as a withdrawal but not as a fail.

12. What is the late submission penalty at Monash?

Standard penalty is 10% of the total available marks per day (or part thereof) late, up to the
maximum mark obtainable. After five days, most units apply a fail to the assessment. Check
your unit guide — some units have different policies.

13. How many units can | take per semester?

Standard full-time load is 24 credit points per semester (typically 4 units of 6 credit points).
Overload (5 units) requires faculty approval and is usually only granted to students with a
strong academic record. Part-time study (2-3 units) is available for students with eligible
circumstances.



Referencing and Academic Integrity

14. Is there a Monash referencing guide | can use?

Yes. Monash Library provides extensive referencing guides for all major styles at
guides.lib.monash.edu. These are free, regularly updated, and include examples specific to
Australian academic contexts.

15. Can | cite a government report?

Yes. Government reports, policy documents, and institutional publications are legitimate
sources — just not peer-reviewed. In research-heavy assignments, balance them with peer-
reviewed literature. Cite them correctly using the appropriate referencing style.

16. How many citations does a strong assignment have?

There's no magic number. A strong assignment has enough citations to support every claim
that needs evidence, uses recent and authoritative sources, and demonstrates genuine
engagement with the literature — not minimal compliance. For a 2,000-word essay in most
humanities disciplines, 12-20 quality sources is a reasonable baseline.

17. Do | need to cite my own previous work?
If you're drawing on ideas from an assignment you've already submitted, you should disclose
this. Resubmitting work without acknowledgment is self-plagiarism, even if you wrote it.

Al and Technology

18. Can | use Al tools to help me brainstorm?

Using Al for idea generation before you write is generally lower-risk than using it to draft
text. But: verify everything independently, don't let Al generate the ideas you then present
as your own critical analysis, and be aware that some unit policies prohibit any Al interaction
with assessed tasks.

19. Does Monash ban ChatGPT?

Not as a blanket policy. Individual units set their own Al policies. Some permit it with
declaration; others prohibit it entirely. Never assume — read your unit guide's Al policy
statement.

20. What if the Al detection gives a false positive on my work?

Turnitin Al detection is reviewed by a human marker. If you receive an academic integrity
notice and believe it's incorrect, respond through the process and provide evidence of your
writing process (earlier drafts, research notes, timestamps on documents). A well-
documented writing process is your best defence.

Libraries and Research

21. Which library database should | start with?

For most disciplines, JSTOR, ScienceDirect, or Google Scholar (via Monash proxy) are solid
starting points. For law, LexisNexis. For medicine and pharmacy, PubMed and Cochrane. For
IT and engineering, IEEE Xplore. Your unit's Moodle reading list will also point you toward
relevant databases.

22. How do | access a journal article | can't find through the library?

Use the interlibrary loan service through the Monash Library portal. They source articles
from other institutions at no cost to you, usually within two to five business days. You can
also try the author's ResearchGate profile — many researchers post pre-publication versions
of their papers there.


https://guides.lib.monash.edu/

23. What is a peer-reviewed article and why does it matter?

A peer-reviewed article has been evaluated by independent experts in the field before
publication — meaning it meets a standard of scrutiny that non-peer-reviewed content
doesn't. Most Monash assignments require peer-reviewed sources as the primary evidence
base. Databases filter by peer-reviewed status.

Student Life and Support

24. Is there on-campus housing at Clayton?

Yes — residential colleges (Farrer, Roberts, Mannix, International House, Howitt Hall) and
university apartments. All are competitive. Apply as early as possible — ideally before your
offer of admission is confirmed.

25. How do | get a student card?

Your student card (Monash student ID) is collected from campus during orientation or at the
Student Services desk. You'll need it for library borrowing, exam entry, and accessing some
facilities.

26. What is the Monash Passport?

The Monash Passport is a formal record of co-curricular activities and professional
development — clubs, volunteering, leadership roles, internships. It's documented alongside
your academic transcript and increasingly valued by graduate employers. Opt in through the
student portal.

27. Can international students use the counselling service?
Yes. All enrolled Monash students can access the free, confidential counselling service
regardless of visa status. Sessions are available in person, by phone, or online.

Postgraduate and Research

28. How do | apply for Honours at Monash?

Applications are made through your faculty, typically in semester 2 of your final
undergraduate year. Entry requirements usually include a minimum WAM in the discipline
area (often 70+), though this varies by faculty.

29. What is a Graduate Research Scholarship at Monash?

The Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarship covers tuition fees and provides a living
allowance stipend for eligible domestic postgraduate research students (Masters by
Research and PhD). International students apply for the Monash International Postgraduate
Research Scholarship (MIPRS). Competition is significant.

30. How do I find a research supervisor at Monash?

Identify academics whose published research aligns with your interests. Read their recent
papers. Email them with a concise description of your proposed research and why their work
is relevant to it. Most supervisors prefer a direct, well-prepared email over a generic inquiry.

Practical and Logistical

31. Can | defer my enrolment at Monash?
Most programs allow a deferral of up to 12 months, subject to faculty approval. Contact your
faculty directly to confirm deferral availability for your specific program.

32. What happens if | fail a unit?
You can typically re-enrol in the unit in a subsequent semester. Multiple unit failures trigger
an academic progress review. If your progress is at risk, engage with your faculty's student



support team proactively — don't wait until you're contacted.

33. What is a Monash authcate account?

Your authcate is your Monash login — the username and password used across all Monash
systems (Moodle, MyMonash, email, library, eduroam). Keep the password secure and
change it if you suspect compromise.

34. How do | get an official transcript?

Access your unofficial transcript through MyMonash at any time. Certified official transcripts
are ordered through the Student Connect desk and may take several business days and
incur a fee.

35. What is the Monash Free Shuttle Bus?

Monash operates free bus services connecting campus areas to nearby train stations. Routes
and timetables are published on the Monash Transport page. The most commonly used
routes connect Clayton campus to Huntingdale Station and to surrounding suburbs.

36. Can | study a unit at another university and have it credited to my Monash
degree?

Yes, through a cross-institutional study arrangement. Requires pre-approval from your
faculty before enrolment at the other institution. The credit is transferred as an "advanced
standing" notation on your Monash transcript.

37. What is UniLodge and is it affiliated with Monash?

UniLodge is a private student accommodation provider that operates near several Monash
campuses. It is not university-owned but is a popular option for students who don't get into a
residential college. It's generally more expensive than private share housing but more
convenient for new arrivals.

38. Are exam timetables confirmed in advance?

Monash releases the exam timetable approximately six to eight weeks before the exam
period. Clash resolution requests must be submitted through MyMonash within a specified
window after the timetable is released.

39. Can | get my essay marked before submitting?

Teaching staff cannot pre-mark work, but they can often give feedback on outlines or early
drafts through their consultation hours. The Monash Learning Hub consultants can read your
draft and provide general feedback on argument and structure. Use both resources before
final submission.

40. What is a reading week / Swot Vac at Monash?

"Swot Vac" is Monash's name for the week between the end of teaching and the start of the
exam period. No new teaching occurs — use it for revision, consolidation, and past paper
practice. It's not a holiday.

41. What is the difference between a fail and a withdrawal?

A Fail (N) is awarded when you attempt an assessment but don't meet the passing
standard. It is counted in your GPA calculation (0.0 GPA points). A Withdrawal (WN or W)
shows you removed yourself from the unit — it does not count as a fail in your GPA. This
distinction matters for academic progress reviews and GPA calculations.

42. Can | use HECS-HELP for postgraduate study?

FEE-HELP is available for eligible domestic students in postgraduate coursework programs
that are not Commonwealth Supported Places (CSP). HECS-HELP applies to CSP places. Many
postgraduate programs at Monash offer CSP places for domestic students — check at time of
application. International students are not eligible for Australian government loan schemes.



22. Need Academic Support? {#assignpro}

Monash University is a large, research-intensive institution where the academic demands are

real — and they compound quickly if you fall behind in the early weeks of semester. Whether
you're navigating your first literature review, working through a complex case study, or
managing the final chapters of a dissertation, structured academic support makes a
measurable difference.

AssignPro Solution provides academic tutoring and educational support for students

across Australia, including those studying at Monash.

What We Offer

-

Assignment Guidance: We work through your brief with you — breaking down what the
task requires, how to structure your response, and what the rubric is rewarding at each
grade level. We don't write it for you.

Research Support: Help finding relevant, credible academic sources and learning how
to use them effectively in your arguments.

Referencing Help: APA 7, Harvard, AGLC 4, IEEE, Vancouver, Chicago — all major
styles, explained and applied correctly.

Academic Writing Development: One-on-one coaching to improve your writing over
time — argument structure, paragraph development, academic tone.

Proofreading and Editing: Feedback on grammar, sentence clarity, and flow on work
you've already drafted.

Dissertation and Thesis Mentoring: Structured support through literature reviews,
methodology chapters, data analysis write-ups, and final revision cycles.

AssignPro Solution's services are educational and tutoring-focused. We help
students understand their material, develop skills, and improve their academic
confidence. We do not produce assignments on students' behalf. All services are
intended to be used in compliance with Monash University's academic integrity
requirements.

Visit AssignPro Solution | # Assignment Help | B= Dissertation Mentoring | @ Research

Support

Internal Linking Suggestions

For WordPress implementation — link the following anchor phrases to relevant AssignPro

Solution pages:

"APA 7 referencing" — /apa-7-referencing-guide/
"Harvard referencing" = /harvard-referencing/
"AGLC 4 guide" — /aglc-referencing/

"IEEE referencing" — /ieee-referencing/
"dissertation help" = /dissertation-help/
"essay writing support" = /essay-writing/
"research proposal guide" = /research-proposal/
"literature review guide" —» /literature-review/
"assignment samples" — /assignment-samples/

"academic tutoring Australia" = /academic-tutoring/


https://assignprosolution.com/

External References

All factual content in this guide draws from official and authoritative sources. Students
should verify current details directly:

e Monash University Official Website: monash.edu

e Student Portal (MyMonash): my.monash.edu

e Moodle LMS: learn.monash.edu

e Monash Library: monash.edu/library

e Monash Referencing Guides: guides.lib.monash.edu

e Academic Integrity: monash.edu/students/academic-integrity

e Scholarships: monash.edu/study/fees-scholarships/scholarships

o Key Dates: monash.edu/students/admin/dates

e AGLC 4 (Australian Guide to Legal Citation): Available via Monash Law Library
e APA Style Official Guide: apastyle.apa.org

e QS World University Rankings 2025: topuniversities.com

e Times Higher Education Rankings 2025: timeshighereducation.com

e Australian Bureau of Statistics: abs.gov.au
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e Article — for the overall guide content

o FAQPage — for the 42-question FAQ section

e HowTo — for "How to Score a High Distinction" section

e BreadcrumblList — Home — University Guides = Monash University

e Organization — for AssignPro Solution

o EducationalOrganization — referencing Monash University as the subject institution
¢ WebPage — for canonical and metadata
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E-E-A-T Signals

Experience: This guide reflects an understanding of how Monash's specific systems,
grading structure, campus layout, and assessment practices work in practice — not generic
Australian university content applied to a Monash URL.

Expertise: Content covers Monash-specific systems (Moodle, MyMonash, Allocate+, Swot
Vac), the HD/D/C/P/N grading scale and GPA calculation, all major referencing styles used
across Monash faculties, faculty-specific assignment strategies, and practical student life
guidance relevant to Monash's suburban multi-campus model.

Authority: All factual claims are drawn from official Monash sources, official referencing
guides, government websites, and recognised ranking bodies.

Trustworthiness: No fabricated statistics. Where information changes annually (fees,
dates, rankings, leadership), readers are directed to verify with the official Monash website.
AssignPro Solution's services are presented accurately — educational tutoring and support,
not contract cheating services.

© 2026 AssignPro Solution | assignprosolution.com | All rights reserved.

This guide is for informational and educational purposes. University policies, dates, fees, and
rankings change annually. Always verify current details directly with Monash University.
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