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1. Welcome to Your UWE Bristol Guide

Everything you need to succeed academically at the University of the West of England

UWE Bristol is one of the UK's largest universities, with around 38,000 students across four campuses in

one of Britain's most vibrant cities. Understanding how UWE's academic system works — its assessment

formats, grading expectations, dissertation requirements, and support structures — makes an enormous

difference to how confidently you navigate your programme.

This guide covers every aspect of academic life at UWE Bristol, from assignment structures to dissertation

submission, referencing, research methods, time management, international student practicalities, and the

responsible use of AI tools.

What This Guide Covers

• UWE Bristol's academic structure, faculties, campuses, and grading

• All major assignment types with structure, word counts, and expert advice

• The complete dissertation process from proposal to final submission

• Harvard, APA, OSCOLA, IEEE, and Vancouver referencing with worked examples

• 40 FAQs covering what UWE students ask most

• Assignment and dissertation submission checklists

2. About UWE Bristol

History, rankings, campuses, faculties, and the Bristol advantage

UWE Bristol gained university status in 1992, building on a network of technical and art colleges serving

the Bristol region. Today it is a TEF Silver-rated institution with approximately 38,000 students, a member

of the University Alliance — a group of professional universities emphasising applied research and

graduate employability. Its location in Bristol, consistently ranked among the UK's best graduate cities, is a

real advantage.

UWE Bristol at a Glance

<b>Category</b> <b>Detail</b>

Full Name University of the West of England, Bristol

Founded University status 1992; roots from the nineteenth century

Students Approx. 38,000 students from over 140 countries

TEF Silver (Teaching Excellence Framework)

University Alliance Yes — professional and applied education focus

VLE Canvas

Campuses Frenchay (main), Glenside, Bower Ashton, Arnolfini / City Campus

Key Accreditations SRA (Law), NMC (Nursing), HCPC (Allied Health), BPS (Psychology), RIBA (Architecture), RICS, ACCA, CIMA, CIPD

Source: UWE Bristol, HESA, TEF — verify current details at uwe.ac.uk
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Campuses

Frenchay: Main campus. Business School, Law School, Engineering, Computing, Social Sciences,
Sport, main library, Students' Union.

Glenside: Health professions. Nursing, midwifery, OT, physiotherapy, paramedic science, social work.

Bower Ashton: Creative arts, film, animation, photography, illustration, music. Studio-based learning.

Arnolfini / City Campus: Architecture, interior design, postgraduate provision in Bristol's Harbourside
cultural quarter.

Faculties

Bristol Business School: Accounting, finance, economics, marketing, HR, management,
entrepreneurship, MBA. Strong ACCA/CIMA links.

Bristol Law School: LLB, LLM, GDL, LPC. SRA-recognised. OSCOLA referencing. Active mooting and
pro bono programme.

Arts, Creative Industries & Education: Art, design, film, animation, illustration, photography, music,
drama, education, teacher training.

Environment & Technology: Architecture, civil engineering, computer science, cyber security, data
science, geography, planning.

Health & Applied Sciences: Nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, OT, paramedic science, biomedical
science, psychology, sport.
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3. UWE Bristol’s Academic System

Credits, levels, grading, and assessment types

UWE follows the UK FHEQ and QAA credit framework. Each level requires 120 credits. Understanding

how credits, levels, and marks interact determines your classification and what happens if you fail a

module.

FHEQ Levels at UWE

<b>Level</b> <b>Stage</b> <b>Credits</b> <b>Classification Weight</b>

4 Year 1 UG 120 Does not count toward final degree

5 Year 2 UG 120 Typically 33% of final classification

6 Final Year UG 120 Typically 67% of final classification

7 Masters / LLM / MBA 180 All modules count

8 PhD / DBA Varies Thesis examination

Key Grading Facts

Year 1 (Level 4) does not contribute to your final degree classification — but you must pass
all Level 4 modules to progress.

Exact Level 5 / Level 6 weighting varies by programme — check your Programme
Specification in Canvas.

Placement years operate on pass/fail with no numerical weighting.

UWE Bristol Grading Scale

<b>Mark</b> <b>UG Classification</b> <b>PG Grade</b> <b>What It Means</b>

70-100% First Class (1st) Distinction Analytically strong, excellent evidence use

60-69% Upper Second (2:1) Merit Good — solid argument and evidence

50-59% Lower Second (2:2) Pass Adequate — meets learning outcomes

40-49% Third Class Below Pass (PG) Marginal — significant gaps

30-39% Compensatable Fail — May be compensated — check programme rules

0-29% Non-compensatable Fail Fail Does not meet threshold — resit required

Assessment Types

<b>Type</b> <b>Common In</b> <b>Weight</b>

Written Essay Business, Law, Social Sciences, Education25-100%

Business / Technical Report Business, Engineering, Computing 30-60%

Case Study Analysis Law, Business, Health 30-50%
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Reflective Portfolio Nursing, Social Work, Education 40-60%

Dissertation / Research Project All PG; Final-year UG 40-60 credits

Group Project Business, Engineering, Computing 20-40%

Exam (Closed / Open Book) Law, Business, Sciences 30-100%

Clinical / Practical (OSCE) Nursing, Physiotherapy, Paramedic Pass/Fail

Studio Portfolio Critique Art, Design, Architecture 60-100%

Oral Presentation Business, MBA, Law mooting 15-30%

Laboratory Report Biomedical Science, Engineering 20-40%
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4. Assignment Writing Guide

Every major assignment type — structure, purpose, and expert advice

The most common reason UWE students lose marks is not a lack of subject knowledge — it is using the

wrong format, or misreading what the assessment is asking them to demonstrate.

The Academic Essay

Purpose: To construct a sustained, evidence-based argument in response to a question or statement.

Tests your ability to develop a position, support it with literature, and communicate in continuous prose.

Typical word count: 1,500-3,000 words (UG); 2,500-4,000 (PG)

Structure:

• Introduction: State your argument clearly and signpost the structure.

• Main Body: 3-5 paragraphs each advancing one point with cited evidence and analysis.

• Conclusion: Summarise the argument — no new points.

Common mistakes:

• Using bullet points or subheadings in essay prose

• Describing sources rather than evaluating them

• Starting every paragraph with a direct quote

Expert tips:

• Use PEEL for each paragraph: Point, Evidence, Explain, Link.

• A strong UWE essay reads as an argument, not a report on what others have said.

The Business Report

Purpose: To present analysis, findings, and actionable recommendations on a business question in a

professional, structured format.

Typical word count: 2,000-5,000 words plus appendices

Structure:

• Title Page and Executive Summary

• Table of Contents

• Introduction and Terms of Reference

• Findings and Analysis — numbered sections (2.1, 2.2)

• Conclusions

• Recommendations — specific, prioritised, actionable

• References and Appendices

Common mistakes:

• Writing a flowing essay rather than a structured report

• Vague recommendations not linked to findings

• Executive summary that introduces rather than summarises

Expert tips:
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• Write the executive summary after the full report is complete.

• Every recommendation traces back to a specific finding.

Case Study Analysis

Purpose: To apply theoretical frameworks to a real or simulated situation, demonstrating analytical

thinking and the practical relevance of academic theory.

Typical word count: 2,000-4,000 words

Structure:

• Brief contextual introduction to the case

• Application of relevant models (PESTLE, Porter, Lewin, Kolb — appropriate to discipline)

• Critical evaluation — what the model reveals and what it cannot tell us

• Conclusions and recommendations

Common mistakes:

• Summarising the case rather than analysing it

• Applying a model mechanically without evaluating its limitations

• Failing to connect theoretical analysis to a practical recommendation

Expert tips:

• Choose the model that best fits the case and justify that choice explicitly.

• Acknowledge what the available information does not tell us.

Reflective Writing

Purpose: To critically examine experience or practice in light of theory, identifying learning and future

action. Used in nursing, education, social work, and business at UWE.

Typical word count: 1,000-3,000 words

Structure:

• Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988): Description, Feelings, Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion, Action Plan

• Or Kolb's Experiential Learning Model (1984): Concrete Experience, Reflective Observation, Abstract
Conceptualisation, Active Experimentation

• State and apply the framework consistently throughout

Common mistakes:

• Writing a story with no critical analysis

• Avoiding the first person — reflective writing requires 'I'

• Failing to link experience to academic theory or professional standards

Expert tips:

• Nursing and health reflective work at UWE should reference the NMC Code where appropriate.

• The most valuable reflective writing examines what went wrong, not just what went well.

Literature Review
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Purpose: To critically survey, synthesise, and evaluate existing academic evidence on a topic —

identifying what is known, contested, and unresolved.

Typical word count: 2,000-5,000 words standalone; up to 8,000 as a dissertation chapter

Structure:

• Introduction: Define scope and explain your search strategy

• Thematic or chronological organisation of the literature

• Critical synthesis — compare and contrast across themes, not source by source

• Conclusion: What the literature tells us and where the gaps are

Common mistakes:

• Annotated bibliography format — a literature review synthesises, it does not list

• Relying on secondary sources — track back to the original study

• Failing to identify contradictions or gaps in existing research

Expert tips:

• Group sources by theme, not by author — ask what do these sources collectively tell us?

• UWE Library databases — CINAHL, Business Source Complete, PsycINFO, Westlaw — are your
primary sources.

Research Report

Purpose: To present and discuss findings of original primary or secondary research in a structured,

rigorous format.

Typical word count: 5,000-15,000 words depending on level

Structure:

• Abstract (150-300 words standalone summary)

• Introduction

• Literature Review

• Methodology (design, approach, methods, sampling, ethics, limitations)

• Findings (objective data presentation)

• Discussion (interpretation in relation to the literature)

• Conclusion, References, Appendices

Common mistakes:

• Conflating findings and discussion — keep them separate

• Collecting data before ethics approval

• Methodology that describes rather than justifies

Expert tips:

• Write the methodology by explaining the decision at each layer of the Research Onion.

• Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill (2023) is the standard Bristol Business School framework.

Portfolio Assessment
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Purpose: To demonstrate a collection of work showing development, reflection, and competence.

Common in art, design, nursing, education, and social work at UWE.

Typical word count: Written elements typically 1,000-3,000 words — check your module brief

Structure:

• Portfolio introduction or professional/artist statement

• Selected pieces of work (creative, clinical, or academic)

• Reflective commentary on each piece

• Overall reflective summary demonstrating development over time

Common mistakes:

• Including every piece rather than selecting the most representative

• Description rather than critical reflection

• Neglecting presentation — portfolios communicate visually as well as verbally

Expert tips:

• Select work that shows range and development, not just your strongest pieces.

• For nursing/health portfolios, link each piece to the NMC Standards of Proficiency.

Oral Presentation

Purpose: To communicate analysis, findings, or arguments in a clear, structured, professional manner.

Assessed on content, structure, delivery, and Q&A.;

Typical word count: 10-20 minutes typically; slides support your words, not replace them

Structure:

• Opening: State purpose, structure, and audience takeaway

• Content: 3-5 key points with evidence or example

• Conclusion: Summary and key recommendation

• Q&A;: Prepared, professional, honest about limits of your analysis

Common mistakes:

• Reading from notes or slides verbatim

• Slides dense with text

• No preparation for likely questions

• Going significantly over or under the time limit

Expert tips:

• Practise with a timer — UWE assessors will stop you at the limit.

• Prepare 60-second answers to the three most likely questions.
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5. Dissertation and Research Project Guide

The complete UWE Bristol roadmap from topic selection to final submission

The dissertation is the capstone of most UG final years and all postgraduate programmes. For Masters

students it typically carries 40-60 credits. It demands the most sustained, independent intellectual effort

you will produce at university.

Stage 1 — Topic Selection

Your topic must sit at the intersection of sufficient personal interest, disciplinary literature that supports

original analysis, and feasibility within your time and ethics constraints. Broad topics are the most common

first mistake. 'Leadership and performance' is a textbook. 'Transformational leadership and staff retention

in Bristol NHS nursing teams 2022-2024' is a dissertation.

Topic Selection Checklist

• 25+ peer-reviewed sources accessible

• Narrow enough to address within your word count

• Data or participants accessible within your ethics and time constraints

• Research question allows genuine analysis — not just description

• Confirmed as appropriate by your UWE supervisor

Stage 2 — Research Proposal

UWE requires a formal proposal (1,000-2,000 words) approved by your supervisor and FREC before work

begins. It must cover: working title, background rationale, research aim and objectives, research

questions, proposed methodology, ethical considerations, preliminary sources (10-15 minimum), and a

timeline.

Aim, Objectives, and Questions

<b>Element</b> <b>What It Is</b> <b>Example</b>

Research Aim Single overarching statement of what the study seeks to achieveTo examine the impact of hybrid working on team cohesion in UK professional services firms

Research Objectives Specific measurable steps that together fulfil the aim1. Review literature on hybrid working
2. Collect survey data
3. Analyse the relationship between variables

Research Questions The specific questions your data will answer1. How do hybrid frequency and cohesion correlate?
2. What factors moderate this?

Dissertation Chapter Structure

<b>Chapter</b> <b>Purpose</b> <b>Typical Length</b>

Abstract Standalone summary of the whole dissertation 200-300 words

Introduction Context, rationale, aim, objectives, questions, chapter overview1,000-2,000 words
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Literature Review Critical synthesis of existing academic knowledge 3,000-6,000 words

Methodology Philosophy, approach, strategy, methods, sampling, ethics, limitations2,500-4,500 words

Findings Objective presentation of data or analysis results 2,000-4,000 words

Discussion Interpretation of findings in relation to the literature2,500-4,500 words

Conclusion Summary, contributions, recommendations, further research1,000-2,000 words

References Complete list in required style No word limit

Appendices Ethics approval, consent forms, questionnaires, transcriptsNo word limit

Ethics at UWE Bristol

All research involving human participants requires Faculty Research Ethics Committee (FREC) approval

before data collection begins. This covers online questionnaires, interviews, focus groups, and

observations. Collecting data without approval renders it unusable and may result in academic misconduct

proceedings.

• Informed consent — participants must understand what they are agreeing to

• Right to withdraw — at any point without consequence

• Anonymity and confidentiality — explain precisely how identity will be protected

• Data storage — store securely and for no longer than necessary

• Potential for harm — physical, psychological, legal, economic, or reputational

5-Month Masters Timeline

<b>Month</b> <b>Key Activities</b> <b>Milestone</b>

Month 1 Topic refinement, supervisor meetings, literature scoping, ethics applicationApproved proposal

Month 2 Systematic literature search, literature review draft, methodology draftEthics approval; literature review complete

Month 3 Data collection (primary) or advanced secondary analysis Data collection closed

Month 4 SPSS / NVivo analysis, findings and discussion drafting Core chapters complete

Month 5 Introduction and conclusion, full draft, supervisor feedback, referencing audit, submissionFinal submission
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6. Referencing Guide

Harvard, APA, OSCOLA, IEEE, Vancouver — UWE Bristol styles with worked examples

At UWE Bristol the referencing style depends on your faculty. Business School uses Harvard (Cite Them

Right) or APA 7th. Bristol Law School uses OSCOLA. Health programmes use Harvard or Vancouver.

Engineering may use IEEE. Your module brief specifies the style — always check it.

Style by Faculty

<b>Faculty / School</b> <b>Primary</b> <b>Secondary</b>

Bristol Business School Harvard (Cite Them Right) APA 7th (some modules)

Bristol Law School OSCOLA —

Faculty of Health & Applied Sciences Harvard Vancouver (clinical)

Environment & Technology Harvard or IEEE Depends on module

Arts, Creative Industries & Education Harvard MLA (humanities)

Harvard — UWE Examples (Cite Them Right)

Journal Article:

Saunders, M.N.K., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2023) 'Research philosophy and methodology', Journal of

Business Research, 47(2), pp. 88-104.

Book:

Bryman, A. (2022) Social Research Methods. 6th edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Edited Chapter:

Denzin, N.K. (2018) 'The research act', in Lincoln, Y.S. (ed.) Handbook of Qualitative Research. 5th edn.

London: Sage, pp. 45-79.

Government Document:

NHS England (2023) Long Term Workforce Plan. London: NHS England. Available at:

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/nhs-long-term-workforce-plan/ (Accessed: 12 March 2024).

Website:

UWE Bristol (2024) Academic Regulations. Available at:

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information (Accessed: 10 January 2024).

Newspaper:

Partington, R. (2024) 'UK interest rates held', The Guardian, 1 February. Available at:

https://www.theguardian.com (Accessed: 5 February 2024).

OSCOLA — Bristol Law School

OSCOLA uses footnotes, not in-text citations. Full citation in the first footnote; shortened form in

subsequent references. No reference list required unless instructed.

Case (UK): Donoghue v Stevenson [1932] AC 562 (HL).
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Case (second citation): Donoghue (n 1) 580.

Statute: Equality Act 2010, s 26.

EU Regulation: Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR) [2016] OJ L119/1, art 6.

Journal Article: Andrew Burrows, 'We Do This at Common Law' (2016) 36 OJLS 1, 4.

Book: Andrew Ashworth and Jeremy Horder, Principles of Criminal Law (8th edn, OUP 2013) 112.

Referencing Mistakes That Cost Marks

Citing a source you have not read.

Using Wikipedia as an academic source — not peer-reviewed.

Paraphrasing without a citation — this is plagiarism even when reworded.

Secondary citation without declaring it — write 'Smith (2010, cited in Jones, 2022)'.

In-text citation present but missing from reference list — or vice versa.
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7. Research Methods

Qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, sampling, and analysis tools

Choosing your methodology is one of the most consequential decisions in your dissertation. Across UWE

Bristol's faculties, the Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill Research Onion (Business School) and BERA ethical

guidelines (Education, Health) are the two most established frameworks.

<b>Dimension</b> <b>Quantitative</b> <b>Qualitative</b> <b>Mixed Methods</b>

Epistemology Positivism Interpretivism / ConstructivismPragmatism

Purpose Measure, test, generaliseUnderstand meaning and contextBoth

Data Numbers, statistics Words, themes, narratives Both

Sample Large (50-200+) Small (8-30) Varies

Methods Surveys, experiments Interviews, focus groups Sequential or concurrent

Analysis SPSS, Excel, R, Python NVivo, ATLAS.ti, thematic codingBoth

At UWE Finance, HR surveys, health outcomesSocial work, nursing, educationMBA, mixed health studies

The Research Onion — Bristol Business School Standard

Work from the outside in. Each layer must be explicitly stated and justified in your methodology chapter:

Philosophy: Positivism, interpretivism, pragmatism, realism — your assumptions about knowledge

Approach: Deductive (theory first) or inductive (data first, build theory)

Strategy: Survey, case study, experiment, ethnography, action research, grounded theory

Method Choice: Mono method, multiple methods, or mixed methods

Time Horizon: Cross-sectional (one point) or longitudinal (over time)

Techniques: How you collect and analyse data — questionnaires, interviews, statistical tests, coding

Sampling Methods

<b>Type</b> <b>Description</b> <b>Best For</b>

Simple Random Every population member has equal selection chanceQuantitative — generalisability

Stratified Random sample from defined subgroups Quantitative — group representation

Purposive Selected because they meet specific criteriaQualitative — expert participants

Snowball Participants refer further participants Qualitative — hard-to-reach groups

Convenience Most accessible participants used Both — acknowledge as a limitation

Analysis Software

<b>Tool</b> <b>Function</b> <b>UWE Context</b>

SPSS 29 Descriptive stats, correlation, regression, ANOVA Business, Health, Psychology quantitative
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NVivo 14 Qualitative coding — thematic, content, frameworkBusiness, Education, Health qualitative

Excel Basic statistics and charts Smaller-scale quantitative modules

R / Python Advanced stats and data visualisation Computing, Data Science

ATLAS.ti Alternative qualitative analysis Social Sciences, Education

Zotero Free reference manager — Harvard, APA, OSCOLAAll UWE students — strongly recommended

Mendeley Reference management and PDF annotation All UWE students

MAXQDA Mixed methods analysis Mixed methods dissertations
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8. Time Management at UWE Bristol

Semester planners, assignment timelines, and the placement year transition

UWE operates on a two-semester year: Semester 1 September-January, Semester 2 February-June.

Many programmes include a sandwich placement year. Students returning from placement consistently

underestimate how much academic sharpness fades during a year in industry. Maintaining some reading

or writing practice during placement makes the return considerably smoother.

Backward Planning

<b>Days Before Deadline</b> <b>Task</b>

21+ days Read the brief. Highlight the instructional verb. Note word count, format, and submission method.

18-20 days Preliminary reading. Identify 10-15 key academic sources via UWE Library.

14-17 days Create a detailed plan or outline. Settle argument structure before writing.

10-13 days Write the first draft. Get the argument down — do not edit as you write.

7-9 days Revise for argument and structure. Every paragraph must connect to the question.

4-6 days Complete all citations and build the reference list. Cross-check both directions.

2-3 days Proofread the full piece. Check format, word count, line spacing. Read aloud.

Submission day Submit through Canvas Turnitin. Save the confirmation receipt.

UWE-Specific Time Management Tips

Canvas Announcements carry critical assessment information. Check them daily.

Most UWE modules allow a draft Turnitin submission — use it to check similarity before the
final deadline.

The Academic Skills team runs free workshops throughout the year. Book at the start of the
module, not the week before the deadline.

Mitigating Circumstances claims go through MyUWE — not by email to your tutor.
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9. International Student Guide to UWE Bristol

Visas, accommodation, work rights, healthcare, and academic culture

UWE Bristol is home to students from over 140 countries. The International Student Advisory Team (ISAT)

supports visa compliance, BRP collection, and the practical challenges of studying in the UK. Bristol is a

compact, walkable city with an excellent graduate employment ecosystem and transport links (London

Paddington under two hours).

<b>Topic</b> <b>Key Information</b> <b>Where to Get Help</b>

Student Visa Student Route visa required for programmes over 6 months. UWE is a licensed Student sponsor.gov.uk/student-visa

CAS Number Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies — required for visa application. Issued by UWE International Office.UWE International Office

BRP Collect from Post Office or UWE campus. Required for banking, NHS, work rights.UWE ISAT

Part-time Work Up to 20 hours/week during term. Full-time during official UWE vacations.Your visa conditions

Accommodation Wallscourt Farm Student Village (Frenchay). Apply early — prioritised for first-year and international students.uwe.ac.uk/accommodation

Private Renting SpareRoom, Rightmove, Zoopla. Popular areas: Stokes Croft, Redland, Bedminster, Clifton.UWE Students' Union housing advice

NHS Registration Register with a Bristol GP on arrival. Pay Immigration Health Surcharge with visa.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs

Student Finance Home students: Student Finance England tuition and maintenance loans.gov.uk/student-finance

English Support UWE Academic Skills team — EAP support and writing workshops.uwe.ac.uk/academic-skills

Academic Culture at UWE Bristol

• Critical thinking is not optional. UWE academics expect you to evaluate and question ideas, not describe
what others have said.

• Seminar participation is expected. UWE interactive seminars are not lectures to observe passively.

• Plagiarism is taken seriously. All work is checked through Turnitin. Consequences range from mark
reduction to programme exclusion.

• Deadlines are firm. Extensions require a formal MC claim in advance. Late penalties apply from day
one.

• Your tutor is not your school teacher. Independent reading, writing, and revision is your responsibility.

• Bristol is a graduate city. Networking events and employer talks on campus are part of your degree if
you engage.
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10. Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education

UWE Bristol’s position on AI tools, responsible use, and academic integrity

UWE Bristol's position is consistent with the broader UK sector: using AI to support learning and thinking is

not prohibited; using AI to generate assessed text and submitting it as your own is academic misconduct.

Where the module brief is silent on AI, the default is that submitted work must represent your own

intellectual effort.

<b>Tool</b> <b>Legitimate Use</b> <b>Cannot Replace</b>

ChatGPT / Claude / GeminiBrainstorming, exploring ideas, explaining concepts, testing argument structureOriginal analysis or your assessed submission

Perplexity Topic orientation with cited sources — verify every citationA proper peer-reviewed literature search

ResearchRabbit Discovering related papers, visualising citation networksCritical evaluation of source quality

Scite Checking whether a paper's claims have been supported or contradictedReading and understanding the papers

Zotero / Mendeley Reference management and auto-formattingUnderstanding why referencing conventions exist

Grammarly Grammar and readability checking of your own writingDeveloping your academic argument or voice

UWE Academic Integrity — The Core Rule

UWE’s Academic Integrity Policy covers all assessed work without exception.

Submitting AI-generated text as your own — even partially — is academic misconduct.

UWE uses AI detection tools alongside Turnitin. Detection capability is improving rapidly.

If your module explicitly permits AI for a specific task, it will say so in the brief. Silence
means it is not permitted.

When in doubt, email your Module Leader and ask before submitting.
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11. The 30 Most Common Mistakes UWE Bristol Students
Make

From assessment feedback across UWE faculties — and how to fix them

1. Ignoring the marking criteria

Read the rubric before writing. Check during writing. Verify before submitting.

2. Misreading the question

Underline the instructional verb — analyse, evaluate, critically discuss, compare. It defines the required

response type.

3. Describing, not analysing

Description tells you what exists. Analysis explains why it matters. UWE markers want analysis.

4. Weak paragraph structure

One point per paragraph. Use PEEL: Point, Evidence, Explain, Link.

5. Over-relying on quotations

Direct quotes should be rare. Paraphrase and synthesise. Your voice should dominate.

6. Missing citations

Every paraphrased idea needs a citation. Every citation needs a matching reference list entry.

7. Wikipedia as a source

Not peer-reviewed. Use it to find primary sources, then cite those.

8. Exceeding word count

UWE typically penalises work more than 10% over the limit. Check before submitting.

9. Late submission without MC

UWE penalty: 5 marks per working day. No exceptions without an approved MC claim.

10. No signposting

Tell the reader what the essay will argue and how it is structured.

11. Introduction too broad

Start with the point, not 'Throughout history, human beings have...'

12. New arguments in the conclusion

The conclusion synthesises — it does not introduce new evidence.

13. Ignoring counterarguments

A strong essay acknowledges and addresses the strongest objection to its position.

14. Only old sources

Balance recency with landmark texts — 10-year-old sources may be outdated in fast-moving fields.

15. Mixing referencing styles
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Harvard and APA 7th differ in key details. Mixing them costs marks automatically.

16. Reports formatted as essays

Reports use numbered headings. Essays use continuous prose. Wrong format costs marks.

17. Reflection without theory

Connect experience to Gibbs, Kolb, or the NMC Code. A narrative diary is not reflective writing.

18. Late ethics approval

Apply to FREC early — approval takes 2-4 weeks. Data collected before approval is unusable.

19. Confusing findings and discussion

Findings: what the data shows. Discussion: what it means. Keep them separate.

20. Methodology that describes

Explain why each method was most appropriate — not just what you did.

21. Ignoring supervisor feedback

Supervisor comments are the examiner's perspective before the exam. Act on every point.

22. Procrastinating on literature review

It takes longer than expected. Start much earlier than feels necessary.

23. No draft Turnitin check

Use the draft submission to catch unintentional similarity before the final deadline.

24. Weak abstract

The abstract is read first by every examiner. It must accurately reflect aim, methods, findings, and

conclusions.

25. Inadequate proofreading

Read your work aloud. Errors your eyes skip become obvious when spoken.

26. Underusing UWE Library

CINAHL, Business Source Complete, PsycINFO, Westlaw, IEEE Xplore — all free. Google Scholar alone

misses the best resources.

27. Underestimating placement transition

Reread your Level 5 feedback before starting Level 6. Academic sharpness fades during a year in

industry.

28. Group work without agreed structure

Agree sections, deadlines, and quality standards at the start — not when the deadline approaches.

29. Building reference list at the end

Reference as you write. Reconstructing citations from memory afterwards causes errors and omissions.

30. Not reading the module descriptor

The descriptor states learning outcomes, assessment criteria, and reading. Read it at the start of the

module.



UWE Bristol — Assignment & Dissertation Guide 2026 Page 21

12. Expert Success Strategies

Habits that distinguish strong UWE students from struggling ones

Academic Reading

• Use UWE Library Reading Lists Online — your tutor has already identified the most relevant sources.

• Learn Boolean operators: AND, OR, NOT. Specific searches return far better results than keywords
alone.

• Skim the abstract, introduction, and conclusion before reading a full paper — not every paper deserves
equal time.

• Keep a research document per assignment. As you read: note the source, key argument, useful quote
with page number.

Academic Writing

• Write the introduction last, or at least revise it last. Introducing a piece you have already written is far
easier.

• Set word-count targets, not time targets. '500 words by 10am' beats 'work on the essay until
mid-morning'.

• Avoid 'In this paragraph I will...' — just make the point. Your introduction provides enough structure.

• Read your final draft aloud before submitting. Errors your eyes skip become obvious when spoken.

Getting the Most from UWE Support

• Book Academic Skills appointments at the start of a module — slots fill before deadlines.

• UWE Library runs database, referencing, and SPSS/NVivo workshops throughout the year — free,
bookable online.

• Your Personal Tutor is your first point of contact for academic concerns. Use this relationship.

• UWE Wellbeing supports mental health, counselling, and disability. Self-referral is available. Engage
early.
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13. Frequently Asked Questions

40 questions from UWE Bristol students — answered directly

Q: What is UWE Bristol's undergraduate pass mark?

A: The pass mark for undergraduate modules is 40%. Marks of 30-39% may be compensatable
depending on your programme regulations. Below 30% is a non-compensatable fail requiring a resit.
Check your Programme Specification for module-specific thresholds.

Q: What is the pass mark for UWE postgraduate modules?

A: For most UWE postgraduate modules: Pass is 50-59%, Merit is 60-69%, Distinction is 70%+. Clinical
and professional modules may carry different thresholds. Check your Programme Handbook.

Q: Does Year 1 count toward my UWE degree?

A: No. Level 4 (Year 1) does not contribute to your final classification. You must pass all Level 4
modules to progress to Level 5. The typical weighting is Level 5 contributing 33% and Level 6
contributing 67% — verify in your Programme Specification.

Q: What VLE does UWE use?

A: Canvas. All module materials, assignment briefs, Turnitin submission links, and announcements are
accessed through Canvas. Check Canvas Announcements daily.

Q: How does UWE's semester system work?

A: Semester 1 runs September to January; Semester 2 February to June. Most assignments are due at
the end of each teaching block. Check your timetable for any block-taught modules.

Q: What referencing style does UWE use?

A: Depends on your faculty. Business School uses Harvard (Cite Them Right). Law School uses
OSCOLA. Health programmes use Harvard or Vancouver. Engineering may use IEEE. Always check
the module brief.

Q: What referencing style does Bristol Law School use?

A: OSCOLA — the Oxford University Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities. Footnote-based, not
author-date. The full 4th edition guide is available free from the Oxford Law Faculty website.

Q: How long is a Masters dissertation at UWE?

A: Typically 12,000-15,000 words excluding references and appendices. MBA business projects are
often 10,000-12,000 words. Check your Programme Handbook for the exact requirement.

Q: How do I apply for an extension at UWE?

A: Submit a Mitigating Circumstances (MC) claim through MyUWE before the deadline where possible.
Supporting evidence required. MC claims are reviewed by the Faculty MC Panel, not individual tutors.
Do not email your tutor.

Q: What is UWE's late submission penalty?

A: 5 percentage points per working day without an approved MC claim. After 5 working days the work
typically receives zero. Check your Programme Regulations for variations.

Q: Does UWE use Turnitin?

A: Yes. Turnitin checks submitted work against internet content, published work, and previously
submitted student work. A high similarity score is not automatically plagiarism, but unexplained matches
will be investigated.

Q: Can I submit a Turnitin draft before my final deadline?
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A: In most cases yes. Check your module on Canvas — the draft submission link is usually separate
from the final submission link.

Q: Can I use AI tools for UWE assignments?

A: Using AI to brainstorm or check your own writing is generally acceptable. Submitting AI-generated
text as your own is academic misconduct. If the brief does not explicitly permit AI, assume it is not
permitted. Ask your Module Leader if uncertain.

Q: What does UWE's TEF Silver rating mean?

A: The TEF Silver rating indicates UWE consistently delivers high-quality teaching, a supportive learning
environment, and strong student outcomes — one level below Gold.

Q: What is the difference between a First and a 2:1 at UWE?

A: First Class requires a weighted average of 70%+. Upper Second (2:1) requires 60-69%. At Masters
level, Distinction is 70%+ and Merit is 60-69%.

Q: What support services are available at UWE?

A: Academic Skills (workshops, one-to-ones); Library (database access, subject librarians); Student
Wellbeing (mental health, counselling, disability); ISAT (visa and immigration); Students' Union; Careers
and Employability. All bookable through MyUWE.

Q: Does UWE offer a placement year?

A: Yes. Many programmes include an optional or compulsory sandwich placement year — typically Year
3 of a 4-year degree. Placement years significantly enhance graduate employability.

Q: How do I access UWE Library databases?

A: Through the Library section of Canvas or the UWE Library website. Key databases: Business Source
Complete, CINAHL (nursing), PsycINFO (psychology), Westlaw UK and LexisNexis (law), IEEE Xplore
(engineering), JSTOR.

Q: What is Zotero and should I use it?

A: Free reference management tool that captures citation information, organises sources, and generates
formatted lists in Harvard, APA, OSCOLA, and many other styles. UWE Library offers Zotero training.
Strongly recommended.

Q: What is the difference between reliability and validity?

A: Reliability: consistency — would a repeated study produce similar results? Validity: accuracy — does
the study measure what it claims to? Qualitative parallels: credibility, transferability, dependability,
confirmability.

Q: What is thematic analysis?

A: A qualitative method for identifying and reporting patterns within data. Braun and Clarke's (2006,
updated 2022) six-phase approach is the most cited at UWE. NVivo is the most common software tool.

Q: What is the Research Onion?

A: Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill (2023) framework for structuring methodology chapters, working from
philosophy through approach, strategy, method choice, time horizon, and techniques. Standard in Bristol
Business School dissertations.

Q: What is OSCOLA?

A: Oxford University Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities. Footnote-based. Bristol Law School
uses it exclusively. Never mix OSCOLA with Harvard or APA in the same piece.

Q: What does 'critically evaluate' mean?

A: Assess the strengths, weaknesses, assumptions, and limitations of an argument or piece of evidence
— and reach a reasoned judgement. Take a position and defend it with evidence.
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Q: How many sources should a UWE undergraduate essay have?

A: A 2,000-word essay typically draws on 8-15 academic sources; 3,000 words: 12-20. Source quality
matters more than quantity.

Q: What is deductive vs inductive research?

A: Deductive: theory first, test it against data — typically quantitative. Inductive: data first, build theory —
typically qualitative. Your choice shapes your entire methodology.

Q: Do I need ethics approval for a UWE dissertation?

A: Yes, for any research involving human participants. Apply to FREC early — approval takes 2-4
weeks. Data collected before approval is an academic misconduct issue.

Q: What is an executive summary vs an abstract?

A: Executive summary (business reports): 250-500 words, covers findings and recommendations,
reader understands the full report from it. Abstract (dissertations): 150-300 words, summarises research
question, methods, findings, conclusions.

Q: What UWE programmes require clinical placements?

A: Nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, paramedic science, radiography, and social
work. Assessed on pass/fail basis. Required for NMC or HCPC registration.

Q: How do I write a nursing reflective essay at UWE Glenside?

A: Use Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988): Description, Feelings, Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion, Action
Plan. Link every observation to the NMC Code, NICE guidelines, or peer-reviewed clinical literature.

Q: What is UWE's academic misconduct policy?

A: Covers plagiarism, collusion, fabrication, and contract cheating. Consequences range from formal
warning to programme exclusion for serious or repeat offences.

Q: What is the difference between a programme handbook and a module descriptor?

A: Programme Handbook: covers your entire degree, including structure, regulations, progression rules,
and appeals. Module Descriptor: covers a specific module — learning outcomes, assessment type, word
count, referencing style. Both are on Canvas.

Q: How do I resit a failed UWE module?

A: Normally one resit attempt capped at the pass mark (40% UG, 50% PG). Resit periods typically
August/September. Check your Programme Regulations.

Q: Does UWE have student accommodation?

A: Yes. Wallscourt Farm Student Village at Frenchay is the main UWE-managed accommodation.
Prioritised for first-year and international students. Many Year 2+ students live in Stokes Croft, Redland,
or Bedminster.

Q: What is the UWE Students' Union?

A: Independent student-led organisation at Frenchay. Runs clubs, societies, welfare advice, academic
representation, and events. Elected officers represent student interests at University level.

Q: How do I request an official UWE transcript?

A: Through UWE Student Records via MyUWE or the Student Hub. Allow at least 5 working days. Can
be sent directly to employers, professional bodies, or other universities.

Q: What professional bodies accredit UWE programmes?

A: SRA and BSB (Law); NMC (Nursing, Midwifery); HCPC (Physiotherapy, OT, Paramedic,
Radiography); BPS (Psychology); RIBA (Architecture); RICS (Quantity Surveying); CIPD (HR);
ACCA/CIMA (Accounting).
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Q: What is Bristol like as a student city?

A: Consistently ranked among the UK's best graduate cities. Strong tech, creative, and health sectors.
Direct trains to London Paddington under two hours. Compact, walkable, vibrant independent culture.

Q: Does AssignPro Solution write assignments for students?

A: No. AssignPro Solution is a tutoring, mentoring, research guidance, editing, proofreading, and
referencing support service. All assessed work must be the student's own. AssignPro helps students
understand academic processes and develop writing skills.

Q: What is the best way to improve academic writing at UWE?

A: Read widely in your subject area. Book a one-to-one with the UWE Academic Skills team. Act on
written feedback from previous submissions. Read your work aloud before submitting. Consider working
with AssignPro Solution for structured, personalised guidance.
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14. Quick Reference Checklists

Assignment and dissertation checklists for UWE Bristol students

Assignment Submission Checklist

■ Read the full brief and marking criteria before starting

■ Work directly addresses the question as set

■ Every paragraph has one main point with cited evidence and analysis

■ Every source cited — including paraphrased content

■ Reference list formatted in the correct UWE-specified style

■ Every in-text citation matches a reference list entry — and vice versa

■ Word count within the permitted range (typically plus or minus 10%)

■ Full piece proofread — headings, captions, tables, and body text

■ Format meets requirements: font, line spacing, margins, page numbers

■ Draft submitted to Turnitin and flagged matches reviewed

■ Submitted through Canvas — not by email

■ Submission confirmation receipt downloaded and saved

Dissertation Submission Checklist

■ Research proposal approved by supervisor and FREC

■ Ethics approval obtained before data collection began

■ All primary data collected, stored securely, and backed up

■ Literature review draws on 25+ peer-reviewed sources and synthesises — does not list — them

■ Methodology states and justifies philosophy, approach, strategy, methods, sampling, time horizon, and
ethics

■ Findings and Discussion are clearly separated

■ Abstract accurately summarises aim, methodology, key findings, and conclusions

■ Reference list is complete — every citation has a matching entry

■ Appendices include ethics approval, consent forms, questionnaires or interview guides

■ Word count verified — within the permitted range

■ Formatted to UWE requirements: font, line spacing, page numbers, title page

■ Turnitin similarity score reviewed — all matches explained or corrected

■ Supervisor has reviewed final draft; all feedback addressed

■ Submitted through Canvas before deadline — confirmation receipt saved
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15. Final Summary and Action Plan

Key takeaways, resources, and your next three steps at UWE Bristol

Success at UWE Bristol is less about innate ability than understanding the system, managing your time

deliberately, and using the support that exists. Students who perform most consistently read the brief

before writing, engage with feedback before the next submission, and ask for help before a problem

becomes a crisis.

Key Takeaways

• Read the marking criteria before writing a single word. Check against it before submitting.

• Every submitted piece must make an argument. Description alone will not reach 2:1.

• Reference every source, every time. Paraphrasing without citation is still plagiarism.

• Ethics approval must be obtained before data collection — not during it.

• Check Canvas Announcements daily. Critical assessment information appears here first.

• Academic Skills, Library, and Wellbeing services exist to be used. Early is always better.

• Bristol is a graduate city. The employment ecosystem is part of your degree if you engage with it.

Your First Three Actions

1. Log into Canvas today. Download your Programme Handbook and all Module Descriptors. Map the full

assessment schedule for the year.

2. Create a semester planner showing every submission deadline. Mark a 'start writing' date three weeks

before each one.

3. Identify the referencing style required for each module. Bookmark Cite Them Right (Harvard) or the

OSCOLA guide. Download Zotero.

Key Resources

<b>Resource</b> <b>What It Is</b> <b>Where to Find It</b>

UWE Bristol Website Programme information, academic calendar uwe.ac.uk

Canvas Module materials, briefs, Turnitin, grades canvas.uwe.ac.uk

MyUWE Student record, MC claims, transcripts my.uwe.ac.uk

UWE Library Databases, reading lists, Zotero training library.uwe.ac.uk

Academic Skills Writing workshops and one-to-ones uwe.ac.uk/academic-skills

Student Wellbeing Counselling, mental health, disability uwe.ac.uk/wellbeing

ISAT Visa and immigration advice uwe.ac.uk/international-students

UWE Students' Union Advice, societies, representation uwesu.org

Cite Them Right Harvard referencing guide citethemright.monkeydev.com

OSCOLA Guide Full 4th edition — Bristol Law School law.ox.ac.uk/oscola
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BERA Guidelines Research ethics bera.ac.uk

gov.uk/student-visa Student Route visa information gov.uk/student-visa

AssignPro Solution Tutoring, dissertation mentoring, editing, referencing supportassignprosolution.com

About AssignPro Solution

AssignPro Solution is an academic tutoring and study support service helping students
across the UK, Australia, Canada, UAE, Ireland, Germany, New Zealand, Malaysia, and
India.

Services: essay tutoring, dissertation mentoring, research guidance, academic editing,
proofreading, referencing support, and study skills coaching.

AssignPro Solution does not complete assessed work. All support develops your own
academic skills.

Visit: assignprosolution.com
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