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1. About the University of Sydney

QUICK The University of Sydney (USyd) is Australia's first university, founded in 1850. It currently
ANSWER ranks #18 globally (QS 2025), enrolls approximately 73,000 students, and operates eight
campuses across New South Wales.

History

The University of Sydney opened in 1850 — Australia's first university, and one of the oldest in the Southern
Hemisphere. Its founding Act of the New South Wales Legislative Council was deliberately inclusive: unlike the
English universities it was modelled on, USyd was established without religious restrictions. Anyone could attend,
regardless of faith or class. For its era, that was a significant departure from convention.

The iconic sandstone Quadrangle, completed in 1862, remains the university's most recognisable symbol.
Modelled loosely on the Gothic architecture of Oxford, it has hosted everything from wartime mobilisation
ceremonies to student protests and Nobel Prize announcements. Walking through it today, it still carries that
weight.

Over 175 years, USyd has produced six Nobel laureates, four Prime Ministers, more than 25 Rhodes Scholars,
and research that has materially changed how medicine, law, economics, and science operate globally. Former
students include immunologist Frank Macfarlane Burnet (Nobel Prize, Medicine, 1960), physicist John Clive Ward,
author Clive James, former Prime Ministers Robert Menzies and Gough Whitlam, and hundreds of Australia's
senior judges, CEOs, and public figures.

Mission and Strategic Direction

USyd's current strategic framework, Sydney in 2032 and Beyond, centres on four commitments: research impact,
educational excellence, graduate outcomes, and social responsibility. In practice this means a heavy investment in
research infrastructure and international partnerships, a genuine effort on Indigenous inclusion through the
Wingara Mura strategy, and a graduate employability focus that has kept USyd in the top tier of Australian
employer preference surveys for decades.

The university's commitment to access through its Go8 membership and participation in enabling programs like the
UniAccess pathway means it genuinely tries to recruit beyond the private-school pipeline — though it remains
competitive by any measure.

Global Rankings

Ranking System 2025 Position Key Strength Areas

QS World University Rankings #18 Arts & Humanities, Law, Medicine, Agriculture
Times Higher Education (THE) #61 Research impact, Industry income

Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWJ).00 Natural Sciences, Mathematics

QS Graduate Employability Top 20 globally Employer reputation, alumni outcomes
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Ranking System 2025 Position Key Strength Areas

QS Sustainability Ranking Top 50

Social impact, governance

Note: Rankings change annually. Verify current positions at topuniversities.com and timeshighereducation.com.

Research Excellence

USyd is Australia's largest university by research income. The university operates over 100 research centres and
institutes, including the Brain and Mind Centre, the Charles Perkins Centre (a world-leading obesity and diabetes
research hub), the Sydney Nano Institute, and the Sydney Environment Institute.

The university's ARC Centre of Excellence programs cover areas from quantum computing to coral reef science.
Research from USyd has contributed to the development of HPV vaccines, deep brain stimulation for Parkinson's
disease, and computational modelling frameworks used in climate science globally.

For students, this translates into access to working researchers, industry partnerships that create genuine
placement pathways, and thesis supervisors who are active contributors to their fields — not just lecturers

reviewing textbooks.

University Name

Abbreviation
Location

Founded

Type

QS World Rank 2025
Total Students
International Students
Academic Staff
Faculties / Schools
Official Website
Student Portal

LMS

Main Library

Student Email

Academic Year
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The University of Sydney

USyd

Camperdown / Darlington, Sydney NSW 2006
1850

Public research university

#18

~73,000

~22,000+

~7,700

8 Faculties, 60+ Schools
sydney.edu.au
student.sydney.edu.au

Canvas (canvas.sydney.edu.au)
Fisher Library, Camperdown
@uni.sydney.edu.au

Semester-based (2 semesters + summer)
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2. Campus Guide

USyd operates eight campuses across New South Wales, each serving specific faculties and student cohorts. The
main Camperdown/Darlington campus is where most undergraduate and postgraduate students spend the majority
of their time.

Camperdown / Darlington (Miaingr West Sydney Al faculties, primary undergraduate hub-isher Library, Manning Bar, Quad, RCH, sport

Cumberland Lidcombe, Western SyHeeyth Sciences (OT, Physio, Speech RéglatttogimbbeimisaiSsispee)jalist clinics

Mallett Street Camperdown Nursing & Midwifery Clinical skills labs, simulation suites

Westmead Westmead Hospital Préténitine (clinical years 3—-6), Dentistry Westmead Hospital access, dental clinics, rese
Surry Hills City fringe Dentistry (preclinical) Dental school, simulation clinics

Camden South-western SydneyVeterinary Science Farm facilities, animal labs, clinical practice
Orange Central Western NSW Medicine (Rural Health) Rural clinical school, community health placem
Broken Hill Far Western NSW Medicine (Remote Health) Remote area health placements

Main Campus — Camperdown / Darlington

The main campus spans approximately 72 hectares across the Camperdown and Darlington precincts in Sydney's
inner west. It is bounded by Parramatta Road to the north, City Road to the east, Missenden Road to the west, and
Carillon Avenue to the south.

For new students, the campus can feel genuinely large. The Quadrangle is the historical and geographical centre;
Fisher Library sits to its south-west and is the primary study hub. The Wentworth Building (the Wentworth) houses
the Students' Representative Council, food outlets, a gym, and common rooms. The Manning Building has the
Manning Bar and more food options.

mm [CAMPUS MAP PLACEHOLDER — Camperdown/Darlington main campus with key buildings labelled]

Key Campus Facilities

* Fisher Library — the main research library with 5.1 million physical and digital items, group study rooms, silent
zones, computer labs, and 24/7 access during exam periods

* SciTech Library — specialist science and technology collection within the Carslaw Building

 Law Library — housed in the Sydney Law School building (New Law)

» Medical Library — located in the Edward Ford Building at the Camperdown campus

* Fitness & Aquatic Centre (FAC) — 50m pool, gym, group fitness classes, squash courts

* The University of Sydney Union (USU) — manages student clubs, events, and commercial outlets
* University Health Service — bulk-billed GP services, mental health, immunisation

* International Student Centre — dedicated support hub in the Quadrangle area

* Footbridge Theatre and Seymour Centre — performance venues on the campus boundary
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CAMPUS TIP The fastest way to orientate yourself in Week 1 is to attend a free USyd campus tour run
by the university. These are available on-demand via the Orientation section of the

Sydney Student portal and cover accessibility routes, after-hours access, and library
registration.
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3. Faculties and Schools

USyd organises its academic programs across eight Faculties and more than 60 Schools. Understanding which
Faculty your degree sits in matters for more than just navigation — each Faculty has its own assessment
conventions, referencing styles, late submission policies, and student support contacts.

Faculty Key Schools / Disciplines Typical Common Assessment

Referencing Types

Arts and Social Sciences (FAR®Nhomics, English, History, Language§hRidgsaghyw S dcibiRgRghticabBamiopapers, presentations, reflect

Business (USBS) Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Manadéaneatd \Wd?R & OrganiSasersL8iesliesports, business plans, group pr
Engineering Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical, E&feHianla®bftware Hrmdimepdrtg, technical reports, design projects,
Law (Sydney Law School) Law, Criminology, Socio-Legal Studies AGLC 4 Legal essays, problem questions, moots, semir
Medicine and Health Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Public HA& 7P Rgsiotherpy dadeesitising, reflective practice, clinical reports
Science Maths, Statistics, Chemistry, Physics, BaRA 3ci&hiesHRvkgicaSeences research papers, data analysis rep
Architecture, Design and PlaAnaiitecture, Urban Planning, Design Chicago, APA 7 Design folios, reflective essays, studio critiques
Education and Social Work Education, Social Work APA 7 Reflective essays, lesson plans, case studies,
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4. Academic Calendar 2026

USyd operates on a two-semester system with a summer session. The dates below are indicative based on the
typical USyd calendar structure. Always confirm exact dates on the official USyd website at
sydney.edu.au/students/academic-calendar.html — dates shift slightly each year.

m [ACADEMIC CALENDAR TIMELINE PLACEHOLDER — full-year visual timeline with semester blocks, exam periods, and key
dates marked]

Approx. Dates 2026 ey Deaiines

Semester 1 Teaching Late February — Late May Assignment submissions, mid-semester assessment deadlines
Semester 1 Exam Period Early June — Late June All S1 final examinations

Study Vacation (S1) Week before exams begin Revision week — no new teaching

Mid-Year Break July Results release, re-enrolment for Semester 2
Semester 2 Teaching Late July — Late October Assignment submissions, mid-semester deadlines
Semester 2 Exam Period Early November — Late November All S2 final examinations

Summer Session Late November — February Elective units only — not all units offered
Graduation Ceremonies April / May and September / OctobeiFaculty-specific — check Events page

Census Dates 4 weeks into each semester Last day to withdraw without academic penalty
Enrolment Opens October (for following year) Check Sydney Student for your enrolment window
IMPORTANT The Census Date is one of the most important dates on your calendar. If you withdraw

from a unit after Census, it remains on your academic record and you may still incur the
fee liability. Mark it in your diary before Semester 1 even starts.

© 2026 AssignPro Solution | sydney.edu.au | Page 7 Academic Success | Not Contract Cheating




The University of Sydney — Student Assignment & Academic Success Guide 2026 assignprosolution.com

5. Student

Portals and Digital Systems

USyd runs multiple digital platforms that you will use constantly throughout your degree. Knowing what each one

does — and where to find it — saves real time when deadlines are close.

Sydney Student (Student Portaljtudent.sydney.edu.au Enrolment, results, timetable, fee management, graduation application

Canvas (LMS)

University Email

canvas.sydney.edu.au Unit content, lecture recordings, assignment submission, grades, annc

outlook.office365.com (via Unikey) Official university communications — always check this, not personal ¢

Fisher Library Portal library.sydney.edu.au Database access, e-books, inter-library loans, referencing guides, rool
SONIA (Placements) sonia.sydney.edu.au Clinical and professional placement management for Medicine, Nursin
Turnitin Via Canvas submission Plagiarism detection and academic integrity checking for submitted as
UniKey Login Single sign-on for all systems Your USyd ID + password. Protect it. Reset at directory.sydney.edu.at
Sydney WiFi (Eduroam) Available campus-wide Connect with your UniKey credentials. Also works at other universities
IT Help Desk sydney.edu.aul/it (or call 9351 2000) Password resets, VPN access, software licensing, hardware support
My Timetable mytimetable.sydney.edu.au Build your class timetable and resolve clashes before semester starts
CANVAS TIP Download the Canvas Student app (iOS and Android). Push notifications for assignment

feedback and announcements mean you will not miss a deadline buried in your inbox. Set
notifications to 'All Activity' for the first few weeks until you understand your unit's
communication patterns.
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6. Assignment Types Explained

USyd assessments span a wider range of formats than many students expect — particularly at postgraduate level.
Understanding the purpose and conventions of each type before you start writing is the single best preparation you
can do.

m [ASSIGNMENT WORKFLOW PLACEHOLDER — flowchart from task receipt to submission]

Assignment Type Typical Purpose

Key Conventions
Length

Academic Essay
Report

Case Study
Literature Review
Reflective Writing
Research Proposal
Research Paper
Annotated Bibliography
Capstone Project
Dissertation / Thesis
Portfolio
Presentation

Poster

Lab Report

Problem Question (Law)

1,000-5,000 worAggue a position using evidence and crifibakansigtesnent, topic sentences, evidence-based arg
1,500-5,000 wordsesent findings, analyse data, recomniexecattiersummary, numbered sections, headings, tabl
1,500—4,000 wordpply theory to a real or hypothetical sdeleatify issue, apply framework, synthesise evidence, ct
1,500-5,000 wor8Barvey, synthesise, and critically evaluathemstiogtrasamelinot annotated list), synthesis not su
500-2,000 word#\nalyse personal experience or professtinsalpenacticeeflective model (Gibbs, Kolb), honest self-
1,500-3,000 wordisstify and design a research project Research question, rationale, methodology, timeline, et
3,000-10,000 wdddginal contribution to knowledge in a fiRIRAD structure (Intro, Methods, Results, Discussion),
Varies by numbeCofisally@maluate sources relevant to aCeatarch 466s@&0 word annotation per source

Varies widely  Integrate learning from an entire progra®ften includes report, presentation, and artefact or protc
15,000-100,0006vigirgd research at Honours, Masters, BulPtedéeveh process from RQ to conclusion; supervise
Varies Demonstrate development of skills overGumated collection of work + reflective commentary
10-30 minutes Communicate findings or argument to aBtawaierdeslides, delivery, handling questions, time mal
A0 format typicalVisually communicate research at a confesealceiestgtergyatncise text, results-focused, readable

1,000-3,000 worBscument and interpret experimental filtlipgthesis, methods, results, discussion, conclusion —

500-3,000 word#\pply legal rules and principles to a factRéflGaeedrmd (Issue, Rule, Application, Conclusion), AC

Literature Review — What Students Get Wrong

The literature review is consistently one of the most misunderstood assignment types at USyd. Students frequently
write annotated bibliographies — summaries of individual sources listed sequentially — and submit them as
literature reviews. They are not the same thing.

A literature review synthesises what multiple sources say about a topic, identifies patterns, debates, and gaps in
the field, and builds toward a clear position or justification for further research. The structure is thematic (organised
by concept or argument) not source-by-source. If your literature review reads like a series of paragraphs each
beginning 'Smith (2021) argued that...", you have written a summary, not a review.
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For every assignment type, read the USyd Unit of Study Outline (the 'unit guide') before
you do anything else. It contains the specific marking rubric. Work backwards from the
rubric's top band — write to meet those criteria explicitly, not the general description of the

HD TIP

task.
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7. Grading System and WAM

USyd uses a letter-grade system with corresponding mark ranges. Your academic transcript displays both the
grade and the raw mark. The Weighted Average Mark (WAM) is the primary measure of academic performance

used for honours entry, scholarships, and graduate degree applications.

Grad Full Name Mark Range What It Means in Practice
Pomts

High Distinction 85-100%

D Distinction 75-84%
CR Credit 65-74%
P Pass 50-64%
F Fail 0-49%
AF Absent Fail 0

w Withdrawn —

WEF Withdrawn Fail —
| Incomplete —

S/US  Satisfactory/Unsatisfaetory

Understanding Your WAM

3.5

3.0

2.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

Outstanding. Exceeds all criteria. Strong honours eligibility.

Very good. Exceeds most criteria. Competitive for most graduate programs
Solid. Meets all criteria satisfactorily. Good standing.

Meets minimum requirements. Unit passed.

Did not meet minimum requirements. Must re-enrol or get special consider:
Did not sit examination without approved absence. Treated as Fail.
Withdrew before Census Date — no academic or fee penalty.

Withdrew after Census Date — financial liability and transcript record.
Special consideration granted; task to be completed within set period.

Pass/fail only — does not affect WAM. Common in clinical placements.

Your Weighted Average Mark (WAM) is calculated by dividing the sum of (mark x credit points for each unit) by the
sum of total credit points attempted. Units that are graded Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory are excluded from the WAM

calculation.

A WAM of 75 or above is typically required for entry into Honours programs at USyd. Many competitive graduate
programs, scholarships, and exchange opportunities set a minimum WAM of 65-70. Your WAM appears on your

academic transcript and is what employers and graduate programs review.

WAM Range Equivalent Grade Band Common Implications

85-100 High Distinction average
75-84 Distinction average
65-74 Credit average

50-64 Pass average

© 2026 AssignPro Solution | sydney.edu.au | Page 11
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Honours entry (most faculties), competitive scholarships, graduate program eligib
Most graduate programs, many scholarships, exchange eligibility

Graduated. May limit some graduate program entry.
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IMPORTANT WAM is cumulative from your first unit. A poor Semester 1 performance is hard to recover
from because early units carry the same credit point weight as later ones. If you are
struggling, engage with student support early — not at the end of semester.
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8. Referencing at USyd

Referencing is not just a formatting exercise. It demonstrates that you have engaged with the scholarly
conversation in your field, allows readers to verify your sources, and protects you from unintentional plagiarism.
Which referencing system you use depends on your Faculty.

m [REFERENCING DECISION TREE PLACEHOLDER — Faculty — Referencing style flow diagram]

Style In-Text Format Reference List

APA 7th Edition Psychology, Education, Nursing, Suithoe dBtesi{®ssil5@tiabSpiehtedlphabetical by author surname

Harvard (Author-Date) Business, Economics, some Socidh&biendase: (Smith 2022, p. 14) Alphabetical by author surname

AGLC 4 (Australian Guidevtariceab@itStiatips Footnotes with short-form after firdBitikatgpaphy at end, jurisdiction-specific rules
IEEE Engineering, Computer Science, IINumbered in order of appearanceNdinbered list matching in-text numbers
Vancouver Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy = Numbered in order of appearanceNdmbered list

Chicago (Author-Date)History, Architecture, some Arts Author-date: (Smith 2022, 14) Reference list alphabetical

Chicago (Notes-Bibliogtigtbyy, some Humanities Footnotes with full citation first useBibliography at end

APA 7th Edition — Common Examples

Journal Article
In-text: (Nguyen & Patel, 2023, p. 45)
Reference list: Nguyen, T. H., & Patel, A. (2023). Academic integrity in Australian universities. Higher Education Research,

18(2), 40-58. https://doi.org/10.1080/xxx

Book
In-text: (Brown, 2021, p. 112)

Reference list: Brown, M. (2021). Critical thinking in academic writing (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press.

Website
In-text: (University of Sydney, 2024)

Reference list: University of Sydney. (2024). Academic integrity. https://sydney.edu.au/students/academic-integrity.html

AGLC 4 — Common Examples

Footnote (first use): Smith v Jones (2019) 250 CLR 1, 5 (Kiefel CJ).
Subsequent: Smith v Jones (n 1) 7.

Journal article footnote: Jane Doe, 'Contract Law Reform in Australia’ (2022) 45 Melbourne University Law Review 200, 205.

Common Referencing Mistakes
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Example of Error Correct Approach

Wrong edition of APA Using APA 6th when APA 7th required  Check unit outline — USyd standardised on APA 7th from 2020

Missing DOI or URL Author. (2022). Title. Journal, 10(2), 1-10Always include DOI when available; URL for web sources

Page numbers missing for di{Schituo2€22)

Author name format in APA dohn Smith (2022)

Hanging indent omitted All lines flush left in reference list
Secondary citations (citing a Smitbe3@12hageritedcad)ones, 2020)
Title capitalisation in APA  The Effects Of Climate Change

et al. used incorrectly (Smith et al., 2022) for 2 authors

(Smith, 2022, p. 45) — required for any direct quote

Smith, J. (2022) — surname first, initials only

First line flush left; second and subsequent lines indented 1.27cm
Go to the original source if at all possible — only use secondary cita
The effects of climate change (sentence case for article titles)

et al. only used for 3+ authors in APA 7

TOOL TIP Use Zotero (free) for managing references. It integrates with Word, generates APA 7 /
Harvard / AGLC citations automatically, and stores PDFs alongside references. The USyd
Library has a guide to setting it up at library.sydney.edu.au/research/referencing.
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9. Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is not a compliance exercise. It is the reason your degree has value. A qualification from USyd
means something because the assessment process has integrity. USyd takes academic misconduct seriously —
penalties range from grade reduction to exclusion.

Plagiarism Presenting another's work or idgsyagywithowrciatioyttaphtiasing withouviackmediletigemenit; fadlfgrad emsmdoes
Collusion Working with others on individ &lcassr seswat syisubatigergrjesity written woBlaaeiadipidgédrighostveotingdoties)pthe

Contract Cheating Having a third party complete Bssesgrassapmylsjrusaigiissignment-writing Sendcesrssiboonidirng -Ad-gemesivedpossio
Fabrication Inventing or misrepresenting daskerésuitesoltsdatmésated interview quotes; Sidéngusonmisesyduchaveoftenrearb grade

Exam Misconduct Breaching exam rules during ddorexghonagdmotes, communication with otheZ estoiaheaits foaexeyprpbistek maitefiadls

Turnitin at USyd

Most written assignments at USyd are submitted through Turnitin via Canvas. Turnitin generates a Similarity
Report showing the percentage of text that matches other sources — but the percentage itself is not a pass/fail
measure. Markers review the report contextually. A 30% similarity that is all properly quoted and cited material is
not plagiarism. A 5% similarity that includes a paragraph lifted verbatim without citation is.

You can submit a draft to Turnitin before the final submission to check your own similarity report, provided your unit
allows resubmission. Check your unit's Turnitin settings — some units allow one resubmission, others none.

Self-Plagiarism

Submitting work you have submitted in a previous unit — even at another institution — without permission and
disclosure is self-plagiarism. You cannot reuse prior work without acknowledging it and getting specific approval
from the unit coordinator. This includes reusing your own essays from high school or a different degree.

INTEGRITY Before submitting any assignment: (1) have you cited every source you used, including

CHECK ideas you paraphrased? (2) Is all quoted material in quotation marks with page numbers?
(3) Have you checked your Turnitin report for unintentional matches? (4) Did you write this
yourself? Four questions. If any answer is 'no’, fix it before submitting.
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10. Al Policy at USyd

The University of Sydney's position on generative Al is nuanced and unit-specific. There is no single
university-wide blanket ban or blanket approval. Each unit coordinator specifies what Al use is and is not permitted
in their Unit of Study Outline. Read this before using any Al tool on an assessment.

ChatGPT (OpenAl) Drafting, brainstorming, summarising Unit-dependent. Often prohibited for final assessment drafting without
Claude (Anthropic) Writing assistance, analysis, summarisingUnit-dependent. Same disclosure rules apply.

Gemini (Google) Research, writing assistance Unit-dependent. Check unit outline.

Microsoft Copilot Writing, research, summarising in Office 386it-dependent. Often available but restricted for assessed work.
Grammarly Grammar and style checking Generally permitted in most units — check your unit guide.

Turnitin Al Detection Al-generated content detection in submisdi@y uses Turnitin's Al detection tool. It flags probable Al-generated c
SPSS / R/ Python (statisti@dja analysis Generally permitted and expected in quantitative units.

Endnote / Zotero / Mendel®eference management Permitted — these are tools, not content generators.

How to Navigate Al Use at USyd

The safest approach: assume Al is not permitted for any assessed work unless your unit coordinator explicitly says
it is. When in doubt, email your unit coordinator and keep the reply.

Where Al use is permitted with disclosure, USyd requires students to acknowledge it using an Al attribution
statement that names the tool used, how it was used, and what was done with the output. Treat it like citing a
collaborator or tool.

Where Al is prohibited and you submit Al-generated work, Turnitin's Al detection will likely flag it. Submitting
prohibited Al-generated content is treated as academic misconduct — specifically as a form of contract cheating —
and carries the same penalties.

Al RULE The question is never 'will | get caught?' — the question is 'does this assessment
accurately represent my learning?' That is what your degree certifies. Use Al to
understand concepts, check grammar, explore ideas, and research — but the analysis,
argument, and writing in your assessed work should be yours.
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11. Student Support Services

USyd has extensive student support infrastructure. The problem most students have is not lack of resources — it is
not knowing the resources exist, or waiting too long to use them. Here is what is available and how to access it.

Learning Hub (formerly WritingAdatd¢mic writing support: essay structure, argumentatioBaelfevensinnescaderaid Endésbs/ Eamiogibuliatioo
Academic Skills Advisers Discipline-specific academic skills support embedded in Eanitietsyik yowryear FgcBiyte asSessneent convent
University Counselling and MertakHeaitidSetiateounselling for personal and academicBliffik atisgdQeisieciuppistialeaitaiiounselling. Same
Disability Services (AccessAbiRgasonable adjustments, alternative exam arrangementf} egisistiveatdy imgmgyfiraDsdewatattealtieggrho
University Health Service Bulk-billed GPs, mental health, sexual health, immunisatioo;atededmeshemne. Book via the UHS website.
Financial Support Emergency bursaries, hardship funds, scholarships. sydney.edu.au/scholarships and Student Financial
Careers Centre Job search, resume review, interview preparation, careerstaireyredinahijstcdenésiiansers

International Student Support Visa advice (not legal), OSHC guidance, cultural transitiomiecratwnahStoterctentre, Level 2, Quadrangle |
SRC (Student Representative Stodecit)advocacy, legal advice (free for students), food pantagycbsdwark support.

SUPRA (Postgraduate) Postgraduate student representation, research student seppoatysiaifackiavice.

Residential Life Support for students in on-campus housing. Resident AsSistymisraesidhdah collegesdministration

Indigenous Education Koori Centre — support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Iskhtey.stildanteducation-social-work/our-research/

MENTAL If you are struggling — academically, personally, or both — reach out before the situation
HEALTH escalates. The Counselling Service sees students for everything from exam anxiety to
serious crises. There is no threshold you have to meet to make an appointment. Early
help is always more effective than crisis intervention.
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12. International Student Guide

With more than 22,000 international students from over 130 countries, USyd has substantial experience supporting
students through the transition to studying in Australia. The paperwork is real but manageable — and most of it
only needs to be done once.

What You Need to Know Where to Action It

Student Visa (Subclass 50Bequired before arrival. Maintain full-time enrolment (minimum 75% ldooreeA€iaing] étioni fade) e Ritpiost galdeess ch
OSHC (Health Cover) Overseas Student Health Cover is mandatory. USyd's providers inclideByea tundudle ditsynke Qroveemyustdoe s8¢
Airport Arrival USyd does not have a mandatory airport pickup, but the Internationd?SjpatentSyeneyg TeairzslOpalaratchrsipank dy
Student Accommodation USyd has residential colleges (competitive entry), UniLodge, and assigiseyitedurisataecentaticdiim — apply ea
Bank Account Open before or shortly after arrival. Commonwealth Bank, ANZ, andBNegtpacrhzassptutievisacooivessititbffer it

Tax File Number (TFN)  Required before you can work in Australia. Apply online — takes 2—ateggksau/individuals/tax-file-number

Work Rights Student visa holders can typically work up to 48 hours per fortnight dCinecksgouesisa (@@ hiniotios g scmetiioed
Medicare International students are not typically eligible for Medicare unless ysanhoesausitelieydmsautewpicasd health ag
Transport Opal card for trains, buses, ferries, and light rail. Concession Opal avaéhllemvih a valid concession card (check
Living Costs Sydney is expensive. Budget approximately AUD $2,000-$2,800/mayitin@cecnaoiiztonafiond)/sapusipergd

Emergency Contacts Police/Fire/Ambulance: 000. Lifeline: 13 11 14. Student Services: 1858V \DeENbEIGROYHRGBaB6S.
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13. Faculty-Specific Assignment Tips

Every faculty at USyd has distinct assessment conventions. What earns an HD in a Law essay will not earn one in
a Business report. Understanding the norms of your discipline matters as much as the quality of your argument.

Business (USBS)
* Structure is everything in business reports: Executive Summary - Introduction - Analysis —
Recommendations - References. Miss the Executive Summary and markers notice.

» The Harvard referencing style is standard for USBS. The Business School's own referencing guide
supplements the general Harvard guidelines — download it from the USBS website.

* Case studies require you to apply specific theoretical frameworks — stakeholder theory, Porter's Five Forces,
the BCG Matrix, etc. Name the framework you are using and show the application explicitly.

» Group projects: establish a working agreement in Week 1. USyd's Academic Integrity policy makes all group
members responsible for the entire submission, not just their own sections.

Law (Sydney Law School)
* AGLC 4 is non-negotiable. The Law School uses the Australian Guide to Legal Citation exclusively. A single
incorrect footnote format can cost you marks on a law essay.

 Problem questions follow IRAC: Issue, Rule (the applicable law), Application (apply the rule to the facts),
Conclusion. State the issue clearly before anything else.

* Legal essays at USyd typically require engagement with primary sources (cases and legislation) as well as
secondary sources (journal articles). Do not rely on textbook descriptions of cases — read the actual
judgement.

» The Moodle Legal Research Guide in the Law Library is one of the most useful resources USyd offers. Use it.

Nursing and Midwifery

» APA 7 is the standard referencing style. For clinical recommendations, cite the relevant clinical guideline or
evidence-based practice standard, not just a textbook.

* Reflective writing is a significant component of nursing assessment. Use a recognised reflective model —
Gibbs' Reflective Cycle is widely taught at USyd's Nursing School. The six stages are: Description, Feelings,
Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion, Action Plan.

* Clinical placement reports require both descriptive accuracy and critical reflection. Do not just describe what
happened — analyse why it happened and what you would do differently.

* Drug calculation accuracy is assessed rigorously. Show all working in any pharmacology assessment — even
if the final answer is correct, unexplained calculations can lose marks.

Engineering
* |IEEE referencing is standard for engineering at USyd. Numbers in square brackets [1] in-text, full reference
list ordered by appearance.

* Lab reports follow a strict structure: Title, Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion,
References. The Abstract is one of the most misunderstood sections — it summarises the entire report in
150-250 words, including key findings. It is not an introduction.
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* Figures and tables must be labelled correctly: Figure 1 below the figure, Table 1 above the table, each with a
descriptive caption. Every figure or table must be referenced in the text (‘as shown in Figure 1').

» Capstone and design projects require documentation of the design process, not just the final design. Keep
records of iterations, failures, and decisions throughout the project.

Information Technology / Computer Science

« IT assignments frequently involve both technical and written components. The written sections are assessed
against the same academic standards as other disciplines. Technical competence does not excuse poor
academic writing.

* IEEE referencing is standard. For software documentation, many units also accept ACM referencing — check
your unit guide.

» Code documentation matters. Comments should explain why you made a decision, not what the code does.
The code shows what it does; the comments show your reasoning.

* Security and ethics questions appear increasingly in IT assessments — particularly around data privacy, Al
ethics, and cyber security. Treat these seriously; they are not throwaway marks.

Medicine

 Vancouver referencing is standard for clinical medical writing. APA 7 appears in some early-year units.

» The SPICES model, clinical reasoning frameworks, and evidence hierarchies (systematic reviews and
meta-analyses at the top, expert opinion at the bottom) are core to medical writing at USyd.

« Case reports must maintain patient confidentiality. Any patient information used in an educational context
must be de-identified in accordance with USyd and hospital ethics guidelines.

» The MD program at USyd is highly PBL (problem-based learning) intensive. Academic success requires active
participation, not passive attendance.

Arts and Social Sciences (FASS)

* Essay structure in FASS is less rigid than in professional faculties, but the argument must be clear,
cumulative, and evidenced. A strong thesis statement in the introduction, developed across body paragraphs,
and returned to in the conclusion, is the baseline expectation.

* Close reading — particularly for Literature, History, and Philosophy units — means engaging with the actual
text, not just summarising what critics say about it. Your textual analysis matters.

* Chicago referencing (both author-date and notes-bibliography variants) appears across FASS. Check which
variant your unit uses — they are formatted differently.

« Participation and seminar discussion often constitute assessed components. Come prepared: read the
required readings before class, not during it.
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14. How to Score HD

A High Distinction at USyd is not about writing longer or working harder. It is about doing the right things with
precision. Most students who do not achieve HD know the content well enough — the gap is usually in critical
analysis, structure, or engagement with the marking rubric.

m [ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST PLACEHOLDER — visual HD checklist flowchart]

What HD Students Do What Average Students Do

Task Analysis Read the task three times. Identify the key verb (analyse, evalRaad antepestadmypitir). Map it to the marking rubric.
Research Use Fisher Library databases (JSTOR, ScienceDirect, Scopushddek Peleoiery iepddvsoascits fiRatytioa lesjuitcdaas
Critical Thinking Challenge assumptions in the literature. Identify what is conteSeacr8anseawmtsesslafdisaiativisdTakng piogition
Structure Clear thesis statement. Each paragraph has one main idea, a lpis sretantd) @inesely, agalyisisd aRdradjrdphackitb
Evidence Use Integrate sources to support analysis. Paraphrase with attributioveridse dirdoeqtiqtestepabiogiyeslisfeoingaiol yartaly
Referencing Zero errors. Correct format throughout. No missing DOIs. No 1Sissiegpage hucoberstént fquobes. [do@ssigiazietheotgh
Writing Quality Precise, clear, concise. Every sentence earns its place. Acaddruicatagistepnosentatheshrive datitgigalissmisOccasional
Editing Minimum 24 hours between final draft and submission. Proofr&ubfuit ftimecthyeindior EmedrdraRead aloud.

Turnitin Run draft before submission. Check all matches. Correct any $ubtaittaorhhisgees.

Submission Submit 24 hours early. Confirm receipt in Canvas. Keep a copgubmit at deadline.
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15. Common Assignment Mistakes

These are not hypothetical. They are the mistakes that USyd academic writing advisers, markers, and students
report seeing repeatedly across faculties. Most of them are fixable before submission.

Not reading the task carefullyAnswering a question that was not asked. DielmotifsttagriceganpetenesirMbpe yoanglareto the task before writi
Description instead of analysiX happened in 2001.' HD markers want to kifter. seemhptecd/bf elodencmaiti? Wistdoexnitratesmthat...' or -
No thesis statement The essay lacks direction. Markers cannot eValeaemndrnethat yoe ead omenirsatcekdsion that states your argl

Weak paragraph structure Ideas without support. Evidence without andlisgsPRBIinRdatkEvidegumdmtplanation, Link.

Over-quoting Excessive direct quotation signals you have PartaynasstoQd dhe dioectdy el eviemrgthtoarciphoaderg matters.

Referencing errors Loses easy marks. Signals inattention to detdge Zotero. Check every entry against the USyd referencing guid
Ignoring word counts Going significantly over or under suggests pblampseatimg waoctheomaik &ef angplyr peigaiesck as you go.

No proofreading Typos, grammar errors, inconsistent tenses Readefooneateste\eadibiifyr editing pass. Fresh eyes help — 24

Submitting at the deadline Technical issues, platform problems, internebohitaiy@4 -hoahsyearlyiskonfirm in Canvas that the file uploaded c
Misunderstanding ‘critical'  Students think ‘critical' means negative criticiSntidahseahssaayteatiiatatiat.is strong and weak, and why, |

Not reading feedback Feedback on Assignment 1 predicts your ASRpuhfertPaph deftirgaiattngpthead i, dssipattentrépeatctear, en
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16. Software Students Should Know

Beyond the standard Office 365 suite (available free through your UniKey login), USyd provides or subsidises

access to a range of specialist software. Some of these are discipline-specific; others are genuinely useful across

all faculties.

SPSS Statistics

NVivo

R + RStudio

Quantitative data analysis, statistical tBstefology, Social Sciences, PublitSkie altfitvE&usitibssry (licensed)
Qualitative data analysis, coding of intedueatioanddoaliBeietsces, Publit)SgdldofResedibradegrees

Statistical computing, data visualisatioBtatisbicsrietocemics, Biology, Publiedtmadtiopen-source

Python (Anaconda/Jupgtar¥cience, machine learning, autorfiationgisergutimgy Data Science, ReBesgand open-source

MATLAB

Power BI
Tableau
AutoCAD / Revit
EndNote

Zotero
Mendeley
STATA

LaTeX (Overleaf)

Numerical computing, simulation, signahgioeessmgPhysics, Electrical Ehifhyeesiteglicence

Business intelligence, data dashboardBusiseabs#tcmounting, Managemehtee for students via Microsoft 365
Interactive data visualisation, busines8asilgtiss Data Science, Marketingree student licence via Tableau Academic
Technical drawing, architectural draftidgcBitstture, Civil Engineering, CddSydatmmputer labs; Autodesk student licenc
Reference management, citation genéRasearch degrees, Medicine, Engi8gdiigensed (free via library)

Reference management, citation geneXitfanyFiBs- storage Free and open-source — recommended
Reference management, academic neiWdakinges Free via Elsevier

Statistical and econometric analysis Economics, Public Health, Policy USyd software library

Scientific and mathematical typesettiniylathematics, Physics, Engineeringrézonip@eeesnce

Microsoft 365 (Word, Emeehd2olearieant Tebehsyation toolAll faculties Free via USyd UniKey

SOFTWARE
ACCESS

Access USyd's software library at sydney.edu.au/students/software. Most titles are
available for download to personally owned devices. For anything requiring a specialist lab
(AutoCAD, MATLAB with specific toolboxes), locate the nearest open-access computer
lab via the IT Help Desk.

© 2026 AssignPro Solution | sydney.edu.au | Page 23 Academic Success | Not Contract Cheating




The University of Sydney — Student Assignment & Academic Success Guide 2026 assignprosolution.com

17. Study Resources and Databases

Fisher Library at USyd is one of the largest research libraries in the Southern Hemisphere. Beyond the building
itself, the library provides access to thousands of databases, e-journals, and digital resources. Most can be
accessed off-campus via your UniKey login.

Resource Best For Access

Fisher Library (& subject-specifiPlipsic@s)ooks, specialist collections, group study roor®s) campuseskaidendDgrdrfongporrowing

Library OneSearch Searching USyd's entire collection — books, journals, databasgdreyiedumasearch

Google Scholar Quick literature search, citation tracking, finding open-actetangusigiesconpépees

Scopus Peer-reviewed literature, citation analysis, research métiec&isher Library — Databases

Web of Science Multidisciplinary peer-reviewed research, journal impadtita€ister Library — Databases

JSTOR Humanities, Social Sciences, Arts — archive of acadeia jeistrel&ibrary — Databases
ScienceDirect (Elsevier) Science, technology, medicine, engineering journals Via Fisher Library — Databases

PubMed / MEDLINE Medicine, nursing, health sciences — clinical and bionadicaédesebiraim.nih.gov (free access to most)
Westlaw AU Australian case law, legislation, legal commentary Via Law Library - Databases (Law students)
LexisNexis AU Australian legal research, news, company information Via Law Library — Databases (Law students)
AustLIl Free access to Australian case law and legislation austlii.edu.au (free)

Factiva (Dow Jones) News archives, company profiles, financial data Via Fisher Library - Databases

IBISWorld Australian industry research reports, market data Via Fisher Library — Databases

Statista Global statistics, data visualisations, market research Via Fisher Library — Databases

IEEE Xplore Engineering, computer science, electronics peer-reviewé léshtmtibrary - Databases

Taylor & Francis Online Multidisciplinary academic journals Via Fisher Library — Databases
SpringerLink Science, technology, engineering, medicine Via Fisher Library — Databases

ProQuest Dissertations & Thesdaull-text dissertations and theses from universities globélyFisher Library — Databases
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18. Student Life

Sydney is one of the world's most liveable cities and USyd is positioned in the inner west — close to the CBD,
close to public transport, and surrounded by one of the densest concentrations of food, culture, and social life in
Australia. Making the most of it while managing study requires some planning.

Accommodation

USyd has six residential colleges on or near the main campus: Wesley College, St Andrew's College, St John's
College, Women's College, Sancta Sophia College, and International House. Each has its own character, cost
structure, and application process. They fill quickly — apply before December for the following year's intake.

USyd also has a partnership with UniLodge (purpose-built student accommodation in Darlington, directly adjacent
to campus) and maintains a private rental noticeboard via the Accommodation Service. Suburbs within 30 minutes
of campus by public transport include Newtown, Glebe, Leichhardt, Surry Hills, and Redfern — all popular with

students.
Residential College (catered) AUD $400-$600/week Meals included. Social, competitive entry. Apply early.
UniLodge / PBSA AUD $300-$500/week Modern facilities, no meal plan. Apply directly.
Private Rental (shared) AUD $220-$380/week (per persofyewtown, Glebe, Surry Hills. Requires lease, bond, lease references.
Homestay AUD $280-$380/week Popular with international students. Organised via the International Studer
Transport

The Redfern train station is a 10-minute walk from the main campus gate on City Road. Buses run directly along
Parramatta Road and City Road. The inner west is well-served by light rail from Dulwich Hill to Central. An Opal
card covers all of these — tap on, tap off. Google Maps and the TripView app are the most reliable way to plan

trips.
Budgeting
Expense Category Approx. Monthly Cost (AUD)
Accommodation (shared rental, inner west) $900-%$1,500
Groceries and food at home $350-$500
Eating out / coffee (modest) $150-$300
Public transport (Opal, all modes) $100-$180
Phone plan $30-$55
Utilities (if not included in rent) $60-$120
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Expense Category Approx. Monthly Cost (AUD)

Entertainment / social $100-$250
Textbooks (average) $50-$150 (semester)
Total estimate AUD $1,800-$3,000/month

Student Clubs and Societies

The University of Sydney Union (USU) manages more than 250 affiliated clubs and societies — from academic
and professional organisations to cultural groups, sports clubs, performance ensembles, and social groups. Joining
a club in first year is one of the most effective things you can do for both your social life and your professional
network.

Access USU at usu.edu.au to see the full list of clubs, join online, and register for events.

Scholarships

USyd offers hundreds of scholarships through its central Scholarships Office, as well as Faculty-specific awards
and external scholarships for which USyd students regularly compete. The main types are: entry scholarships
(based on ATAR or equivalent), merit scholarships (based on academic performance during the degree), equity
scholarships (based on financial or personal circumstances), and research scholarships (for Honours, Masters,
and PhD students).

Check sydney.edu.au/scholarships and the Scholarship Search tool. Apply to everything you are eligible for —
many scholarships receive very few applications relative to the dollar value on offer.
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19. Sample Assignment Topics by Faculty

These sample topics reflect the kinds of assessment questions that appear across USyd faculties. They are

intended as examples for orientation and practice — they are not actual USyd assessment tasks.

. Faculty / Discipline Sample Assignment Topic

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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Business / Management
Business / Finance
Business / Marketing
Law

Law

Nursing

Medicine / Public Health
Engineering / Civil
Engineering / Electrical
Computer Science / IT
Psychology

Education

Arts / History

Arts / Economics
Architecture

Social Work

Pharmacy

Data Science
Environmental Science

Veterinary Science

Critically evaluate the application of stakeholder theory to corporate sustain&siiyreporting practices in the
Analyse the impact of the Reserve Bank of Australia's 2022—2024 interest r&eptigfitening cycle on residen
Develop and justify a digital marketing strategy for a new-to-market Australi@usmessnRaguealth brand targ
The defendant entered into a contract for the sale of goods under the mistaliotieliefQuastiay were purct
To what extent does the High Court's decision in Mabo v Queensland (No 2) egaiesssaya fundamental def
Using Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, reflect on a clinical interaction from your placBeiedtthatitdsdienged your ur
Critically appraise the evidence base for sugar-sweetened beverage taxes dRespatdic Papdth intervention

Design and cost a sustainable stormwater management system for a 5,000 BésigmRepoid| development i
Compare and evaluate three control algorithms for a DC-AC inverter systenTetbndzd Repesidential solar
Design and implement a RESTful API for a university library management systeimiséthPaojaentication, pac
Critically evaluate the evidence for cognitive behavioural therapy as an effediiieratastrimviéor major depre
To what extent does the Australian Curriculum's approach to Indigenous pefSpgciivEssaflect genuine recc
Analyse the role of the 1967 Referendum in reshaping the relationship betwEsgsahe Australian state and A
Assess the long-run distributional effects of Australia's superannuation systéeseaictofaerequality using
Critically evaluate the 'vertical urbanism' model as a response to housing deReggaittallEsgay in Sydney, w
Apply systems theory to analyse the structural factors contributing to youth i@asel@sstiyss in metropolitan
Evaluate the pharmacokinetics of metformin in patients with chronic kidney dibeasé Refodentify evidence-
Using a publicly available Australian dataset, apply regression and classificateshmocaleisefoopredict a mear
Critically assess Australia's nationally determined contributions under the P&tdiéygreeatysid against the lat

Outline the epidemiology, clinical presentation, diagnosis, and managementGiirecpliGageaRegarkness, witl
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20. Case Studies in Academic Writing

Case Study 1: The Distinction vs HD Gap — Critical Analysis

Context: Maya, a second-year Business student, submitted a report on corporate governance that earned a
Distinction (77%). Her marker's feedback: 'Well-structured, strong use of sources, but analysis remains largely
descriptive. You tell us what each author argues; you do not evaluate those arguments against each other or
against the case study company's specific context.'

What the Fix Looks Like: The HD version would require Maya to identify where scholars disagree, take a position
on which argument is stronger and why, and apply the theoretical debate directly to the company's governance
practices — not summarise each scholar in turn. The fix is not more sources. It is deeper engagement with fewer.

Case Study 2: The Referencing Collapse — Last-Minute Errors

Context: James, a Law student, spent three weeks on a legal essay that argued persuasively and demonstrated
genuine understanding of contract law. His final mark: 63% (Credit). The feedback: seventeen AGLC 4 referencing
errors across twenty-two footnotes.

What the Fix Looks Like: James had left referencing until the night before submission and applied APA
formatting to legal citations. AGLC 4 is not interchangeable with any other style. The fix: allocate time to
referencing as a distinct editing stage, not an afterthought. Use the USyd Law Library's AGLC guide during
drafting, not after.

Case Study 3: The Word Count Trap — More Is Not Better

Context: Priya, a Nursing student, submitted a 3,200-word reflective essay on a task with a 1,500-word limit
(x10%). She received a mark reduction for exceeding the word count and a note that her essay lacked focus.

What the Fix Looks Like: Word limits force precision. Priya's essay contained genuine insights, but they were
buried in contextual description that the marker could not credit because the word limit had already been
exceeded. The fix: write the full draft, then cut ruthlessly. If it matters, keep it. If it is background that any marker
would already know, cut it.
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21. Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: What is the difference between a WAM and a GPA at USyd?

USyd uses both. Your WAM (Weighted Average Mark) is your numerical average, weighted by credit points — it is
the primary measure of academic performance on your transcript. The GPA (Grade Point Average) uses a 4.0
scale and is calculated from your letter grades. Most Australian universities and graduate programs use WAM, not
GPA, as their benchmark.

Q2: How do | access my unit content before semester starts?

Unit content appears on Canvas (canvas.sydney.edu.au) when the unit is published, which is usually 1-2 weeks
before semester begins. Check Canvas and your unit email for a Week 0 welcome message from your unit
coordinator.

Q3: What happens if | miss a deadline?

Most USyd units apply a late penalty — typically 5% of the total mark per day late, up to a maximum number of
days, after which the assignment may receive zero. Some units do not accept late submissions at all. If you have a
genuine medical or personal reason, apply for Special Consideration via Sydney Student before the deadline or
within 3 working days of it.

Q4: How do | apply for Special Consideration?

Submit a Special Consideration application via sydney.edu.au/students/special-consideration. You need
supporting documentation (medical certificate, statutory declaration, etc.). Apply as soon as possible — do not wait
until after the result. Special Consideration may result in an extension, a deferred exam, or a supplementary
assessment.

Q5: Can | use Wikipedia as a source in my assighments?

No — not as a primary academic source. Wikipedia may be a starting point for background understanding, but it is
not peer-reviewed and can be edited by anyone. Use Fisher Library databases to find peer-reviewed journal
articles and books for your cited sources. If Wikipedia led you to a good source, find and cite the original source
directly.

Q6: How do | know which referencing style to use?

Your Unit of Study Outline (the unit guide) specifies the required referencing style. If it does not, ask your unit
coordinator before your first assignment. The Fisher Library's referencing guide page covers all major styles used
at USyd.

Q7: What is Canvas and how do | use it?

Canvas is USyd's Learning Management System (LMS). It is where you access lecture recordings, readings,
assignment briefs, submit assessments, view grades, and receive announcements from your unit coordinator.
Access it at canvas.sydney.edu.au using your UniKey login. Download the Canvas Student app for mobile access.

Q8: How many hours of study per week should | expect?

A standard USyd unit is worth 6 credit points and involves approximately 150 hours of study over the semester —
this covers lectures, tutorials, readings, and assessment. That is roughly 10-12 hours per unit per week for a
normal load of 4 units (24 credit points per semester). Adjust upward if your units are assessed heavily.

Q9: What is the difference between a seminar, a tutorial, a workshop, and a lecture?

A lecture is typically large (50-500+ students), introduces new content, and is usually recorded. A tutorial is smaller
(15-30 students), consolidates and applies lecture content, and involves discussion and problem-solving. A
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seminar is typically discussion-based and assumes you have done the required readings beforehand. A workshop
is practical and hands-on.

Q10: How do I find the marking rubric for my assignment?

The marking rubric should be included in your Unit of Study Outline or in the Canvas assignment brief. If you
cannot find it, email your unit coordinator directly. Never submit an assignment without having read the rubric — it
tells you exactly how marks are allocated.

Q11: What is a Unit of Study Outline (UoSO)?

The UoSO is your unit's official guide. It contains the learning outcomes, assessment schedule, marking rubrics,
required readings, academic integrity policy, and contact information for teaching staff. Download it from Canvas or
the University's Unit Outline search tool at sydney.edu.au/units in Week 1 and keep it accessible.

Q12: Can | submit the same assignment in two different units?

No. Submitting the same or substantially similar work to two different units (cross-submission or self-plagiarism) is
an academic integrity breach. Each unit requires original work produced specifically for that unit.

Q13: What is the Census Date and why does it matter?

The Census Date is typically four weeks into each semester. Before this date, you can withdraw from a unit without
academic penalty (it does not appear on your transcript) and without incurring the financial liability for that unit.
After the Census Date, withdrawal results in a WF (Withdrawn Fail) on your record and you are liable for the full
unit fee.

Q14: How do | get an extension on an assignment?

Most USyd units require you to apply for a Special Consideration via the University's online portal. Some units
have a Self-Extension option for 24—48 hours — check your Canvas unit page and unit outline. An extension
request should be submitted before the deadline, not after.

Q15: What is Eduroam and how do | connect?

Eduroam is the university's Wi-Fi network. Connect wusing your full USyd email address
(UniKey@uni.sydney.edu.au) and your UniKey password. It works on campus and at thousands of other
universities and research institutions globally — useful for conference travel or when visiting other universities.

Q16: Can international students work while studying?

Student visa holders can typically work up to 48 hours per fortnight during semester and unlimited hours during
scheduled breaks. Check your specific visa conditions — the work limit is set by the visa grant notice, not by the
university. Working more than your visa allows is a visa breach with serious consequences.

Q17: What is the Fisher Library's opening hours?

Fisher Library's hours vary by semester, with extended hours during exam periods (including overnight access).
Check the current hours at library.sydney.edu.au. The Law Library, SciTech Library, and Medical Library have
separate hours — check the library website for each.

Q18: What happens if | fail a unit?

A failed unit is recorded on your transcript with an F grade. You will need to repeat the unit or substitute it with an
approved alternative (check with your Faculty). Some programs require a minimum WAM or prohibit certain failures
for progression — check your degree resolution. If you fail two or more units in a semester, you may be placed on
an Academic Progression Action (APA) and required to meet with a Student Academic Adviser.

Q19: How do | apply for aresearch degree (Honours, Masters, PhD) at USyd?

Applications for Higher Degree Research (HDR) at USyd are made through the University's HDR application
portal. You need an appropriate undergraduate or postgraduate qualification (typically WAM of 75+ for Honours,
prior Honours or Masters for PhD), a research proposal, and a potential supervisor who has agreed to supervise
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your project. Contact your Faculty's HDR Office for discipline-specific requirements.

Q20: What is the difference between a Research Master's and a Coursework Master's?

A Coursework Master's (e.g. MBA, MCom, MArch) is structured like an advanced undergraduate degree with
taught units, assignments, and examinations. A Research Master's involves primarily original research under
supervision, with a thesis as the main output. Some degrees combine both. Check the specific degree resolution
on the USyd website.

Q21: Do | need to buy all the textbooks?

Not necessarily. Fisher Library holds physical and electronic copies of many required texts. Check the Library
OneSearch before purchasing. Where a textbook is required across multiple units and the Library's copies are
insufficient, buying makes sense. For textbooks only used for one reading, the library copy or an e-book version is
usually adequate.

Q22: What is a Unit Coordinator and how do | contact them?

The Unit Coordinator (UC) is the academic staff member responsible for a unit. Their contact details are in the Unit
of Study Outline and on Canvas. Email is the standard first contact. For complex academic matters, request a
Zoom or in-person appointment. Response times vary — allow 3-5 business days during busy periods.

Q23: Is there a dress code at USyd?

No general dress code exists for classes or campus. Some professional or clinical placements require specific
attire (scrubs, business dress, PPE) — these will be specified in your unit outline or placement information.
Laboratory work requires closed-toed shoes and long pants as standard safety requirements.

Q24: How do I find a study group?

Canvas has a Group function that your unit coordinator may set up for collaborative activities. The Discussion
Board on Canvas is useful for connecting with classmates. Your Faculty Student Society or USU clubs often run
study sessions. The Fisher Library's group study rooms can be booked via the library website.

Q25: What does 'peer-reviewed' mean and how do | find peer-reviewed sources?

Peer-reviewed (also called 'refereed' or 'scholarly’) sources have been evaluated by other experts in the field
before publication. This quality control process means they are more reliable than non-reviewed sources. To find
them: use Fisher Library databases and filter for 'peer-reviewed' or 'scholarly’ sources. Google Scholar also
surfaces peer-reviewed work, but some results are not peer-reviewed — check the journal name and
cross-reference.

Q26: Can | appeal my grade?

Yes. USyd has a formal grade appeal process. First, contact your unit coordinator or tutor to request feedback and
an informal review. If you remain dissatisfied, submit a formal Academic Appeals request through Sydney Student.
You must have grounds beyond disagreeing with the mark — errors in marking, failure to follow the stated rubric,
or administrative errors are valid grounds.

Q27: What is the Student Representative Council (SRC)?

The SRC is the undergraduate student representative body. It provides free legal advice (through the SRC Legal
Service), welfare casework, a food pantry, and student advocacy on academic matters. Contact the SRC at
src.usyd.edu.au. For postgraduate students, SUPRA (Sydney University Postgraduate Representative
Association) provides equivalent services.

Q28: How does exam registration work?

For most units, exam registration is automatic when you enrol in the unit. You will receive exam timetable
information via your USyd email and Sydney Student. Check your exam date, time, and venue before the exam
period — venues are often different from your regular class locations.
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Q29: What support is available for students with a disability or chronic illness?

USyd's AccessAbility office (formerly Disability Services) provides reasonable adjustments for students with a
disability, chronic illness, or mental health condition. This may include alternative exam arrangements (extra time,
a separate room), assistive technology, flexible attendance requirements, and academic adjustments. Register
early in your first semester — adjustments must be set up before assessments, not after.

Q30: How do | print on campus?

USyd's MultiFunction Devices (MFDs) are located in Fisher Library, SciTech Library, and across campus computer
labs. Load credit onto your student print account via the USyd print portal. Printing costs are charged per page. For
large print jobs (posters, reports), the USyd Copy Centre in the Wentworth Building offers lower per-page rates.

Q31: What is the USyd University Medal?

The University Medal is USyd's highest academic honour, awarded to a small number of students who achieve
outstanding results across their degree. Eligibility typically requires a WAM in the high 80s—90s range and
completion of an Honours degree. Each Faculty nominates its own candidates — contact your Faculty for specific
criteria.

Q32: How do | access mental health support between appointments?
The USyd Counselling Service offers crisis support during business hours. Outside those hours: Lifeline 13 11 14

(24/7), Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636, the Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467. USyd's MyHealth portal also
provides access to mental health apps and online resources. In an emergency, call 000.

Q33: What is the difference between Turnitin's similarity score and plagiarism?

A high similarity score does not automatically mean plagiarism. Turnitin compares your text against its database
and highlights matches — but properly quoted and cited text will also match. Plagiarism is the use of another's
work without appropriate acknowledgement, regardless of the similarity percentage. Markers read the Turnitin
report in context.

Q34: How do | submit an assignment on Canvas?

Navigate to your unit in Canvas - Assignments — select the relevant assignment - click 'Submit Assignment' -
upload your file (PDF is typically preferred) — confirm submission. You should receive an email confirmation. Keep
that confirmation as proof of submission.

Q35: Can | study at other universities in the world during my USyd degree?

Yes. USyd has exchange programs with over 200 partner universities globally. Apply through the Go Global Office
(sydney.edu.au/study-abroad). Most exchanges are for one semester and credit is transferred back to your USyd
degree. Apply 12 months before your intended exchange semester — the popular destinations fill fast.

Q36: What does 'in-text citation' mean?

An in-text citation is the brief reference you place inside the body of your text to indicate the source of a claim,
quote, or paraphrase. In APA 7, this looks like (Author, Year, p. #) for direct quotes. It corresponds to the full entry
in your Reference List at the end of the document.

Q37: What is the difference between a bibliography and a reference list?

A reference list includes only the sources you cited in your text. A bibliography includes those sources plus
additional sources you read but did not directly cite. APA 7 uses a reference list. Chicago Notes-Bibliography style
uses a bibliography. Check your referencing style guide.

Q38: How do | deal with group work conflicts?

First, attempt to resolve the issue within the group. If that fails, contact your unit coordinator. Document your
attempts to communicate with the group member (emails, Canvas messages). USyd's Special Circumstances
process allows for individual assessment in genuine cases of group breakdown — but this is a last resort, not a first
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response.

Q39: Is it true that Australian universities mark harder than international universities?

Australian universities, including USyd, use a grading system where HD (85%+) is genuinely exceptional. Many
students arriving from international systems where 90%+ was routine find the adjustment challenging. The criteria
for HD are rigorous. A Credit (65-74%) at USyd represents solid, competent work — it is not a poor result.
Re-calibrate your expectations early.

Q40: How do | check my final grades?

Final results are released via Sydney Student (student.sydney.edu.au) on a specified results release date —
usually 3—4 weeks after the end of the exam period. You will receive an email when results are available. Do not
contact teaching staff for grades before the official release date.

Q41: What happens to my enrolment if | take leave?

You can apply for Leave of Absence for up to two years via Sydney Student. During approved leave, your
enrolment is deferred and your visa conditions may change — international students should seek advice from the
International Student Centre before applying. Leave is not automatically approved — it requires Faculty approval.
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22. Need Academic Tutoring?

Studying at USyd is demanding — deliberately so. The level of critical thinking, research depth, and academic
writing expected at a top-20 global university is significant. Most students find at least some part of that transition
challenging, and most benefit from targeted academic support at some point in their degree.

AssignPro Solution is an academic tutoring and mentoring service that works with students across Australian
universities, including the University of Sydney. Our team can help you understand what your task requires, how to
structure your argument, how to use evidence effectively, and how to improve your academic writing — all while
keeping the work genuinely yours.

Academic Writing Coaching Essay structure, argument development, thesis statements, paragraph construction, academic re

Assignment Guidance and Feedback Feedback on drafts — structure, logic, evidence use, referencing accuracy, argument clarity

Literature Review Support Source selection, synthesis strategy, gap identification, thematic structuring

Referencing Help APA 7, Harvard, AGLC 4, IEEE, Vancouver, Chicago — error checking and formatting
Research Proposal Mentoring Research question development, methodology selection, literature framing, ethical consideration
Dissertation and Thesis Mentoring Long-form research support across the research lifecycle — proposal to final submission
Proofreading and Editing Grammar, clarity, consistency, flow — your argument, expressed with precision

Subject-Specific Tutoring Business, Law, Nursing, Engineering, IT, Science, Psychology, Education, Social Work

AssignPro Solution operates on a clear principle: we support your learning, we do not replace it. Every service we
offer is aimed at helping you understand the material better, write more effectively, and produce stronger work —
not at doing the work for you. This is academic mentoring in the tradition of the writing centre and the academic
adviser.

We work with students from Week 1 (orientation, understanding the degree structure) through to final thesis
submission. The earlier you engage with support, the more effective it is — do not wait until the week before
submission to seek feedback on a major piece of work.
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