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📌 Featured Snippet Answer: A strong assignment introduction opens with

relevant context (a hook), briefly establishes background and any key definitions,

states your aim or thesis clearly, defines the scope of what will and won't be

covered, and — for longer assignments — previews the structure of what follows.

It should make up roughly 8–10% of your total word count and contain no

detailed evidence or analysis, which belongs in the main body. 

AI Overview Summary: Writing a strong UK university assignment introduction

means moving through a clear sequence: relevant context, brief background, key

definitions where needed, a clearly stated aim or thesis, defined scope, and — for

longer work — a short roadmap. It should take up around 8–10% of the word

count and avoid detailed evidence, which belongs in the body. The most common

weakness is vagueness: an introduction that describes the topic broadly without

stating a clear position or purpose. 
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Quick Answer

Write your introduction in this order: a specific, relevant opening (not a generic

statement), brief background context, any key terms the reader needs defined, a clear

statement of your aim or thesis, the scope of what you will and won't cover, and — for

longer assignments — a short roadmap of your structure. Keep it to roughly 8–10%

of your total word count, and save all detailed evidence for the body.
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Why the Introduction Matters

The introduction is the first evidence your marker sees of how well you understand

the question, how clearly you can think, and how confidently you can commit to a

position — all before they've read a single piece of your evidence.

That first impression matters practically, not just psychologically. A marker who reads

a vague, unfocused introduction has to hold the question loosely in mind while

reading the rest of your work, watching to see whether you eventually answer it. A

marker who reads a sharp, specific introduction knows exactly what you're arguing

and can assess every subsequent paragraph against that clearly stated position.

Introductions are also assessed directly in most UK marking rubrics, usually as part

of a broader "structure" or "clarity" criterion. A confused or generic opening

paragraph can cost marks before your actual argument has even begun.

💡 Expert Tip: Think of your introduction as a promise to the reader. Everything

you state you'll do in the introduction, your assignment then needs to deliver —
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which is exactly why many experienced writers draft the introduction last, once

they know precisely what promise their finished argument can keep. 

What UK Lecturers Expect in an Introduction

UK academic culture places a high value on directness. Lecturers generally want to

know your position — or your report's purpose — within the first few sentences, not

gradually revealed over several paragraphs.

What Lecturers Expect What This Looks Like in Practice

A clear statement of purpose or

position

Not "this essay will explore..." but a specific

thesis or aim

Evidence of understanding the

actual question

Introduction reflects the specific brief, not a

generic topic overview

Appropriate, not excessive,

background

Just enough context to orient the reader — not

a full literature review

A defined scope What is and isn't covered, and why

Confidence and directness A stated position, not a list of possibilities you

might discuss

📌 Lecturer Advice: If a lecturer could read only your introduction and your

conclusion, they should be able to accurately guess most of what your body

paragraphs argue. That's the standard a strong introduction is aiming for. 



The Purpose of an Assignment Introduction

An introduction has to do several jobs simultaneously, in a relatively small amount of

space: orient the reader, demonstrate that you understand the specific question being

asked, state your position or purpose, and set expectations for what follows.

It is not the place to present detailed evidence, quote sources at length, or begin your

analysis — all of that belongs in the body. The introduction's job is to prepare the

reader for the argument, not to start making it in full.

Introduction Does Introduction Does Not Do

Establish relevant context Present detailed evidence or data

State your aim, thesis or purpose Begin full critical analysis

Define scope and key terms Cover every source you'll use

Preview structure (where appropriate) Repeat your conclusion in detail

⚠ Common Mistake: Starting your critical analysis in the introduction because

you're keen to demonstrate what you've read. Evidence and detailed analysis

belong in the body — the introduction's job is to set up that analysis, not deliver it. 

The Ideal Length



Recommended percentages by assignment length

Total Assignment Word

Count

Recommended

Introduction Length

Approximate Words

1,000 words 8–10% 80–100 words

1,500 words 8–10% 120–150 words

2,000 words 8–10% 160–200 words

3,000 words 8–10% 240–300 words

5,000 words (report) 8–10% 400–500 words

8,000+ words

(dissertation chapter)

5–8% (often shorter

proportionally)

Varies — check your

handbook

💡 Expert Tip: Longer assignments don't need proportionally longer introductions

— a dissertation introduction chapter is often a smaller percentage of the total

word count than a 2,000-word essay's introduction, because there's more space

elsewhere to develop context in a dedicated literature review. 

⚠ Common Mistake: Writing an introduction that runs to 20–25% of the word

count because it feels safer to over-explain the background. This usually crowds

out space needed for critical analysis in the body, which is where most of your

marks are earned. 

The Perfect Introduction Formula



Most strong UK assignment introductions move through the same broad sequence,

even though not every element is needed in every assignment.

Element Function Always Required?

Hook Draws the reader in with

something specific and

relevant

Recommended, but subtle —

not dramatic

Background Brief context needed to

understand the topic

Usually, kept short

Key definitions Clarifies terms the reader

needs to understand your

argument

Only where genuinely

necessary

Aim States the purpose of the

assignment (especially for

reports)

Yes

Scope Defines what is and isn't

covered

Yes

Thesis or central

argument

States your position

(especially for essays)

Yes, for essays; adapted to

"purpose" for reports

Roadmap Previews the structure of

what follows

Recommended for longer or

more complex assignments

Suggested visual: An introduction flowchart showing the formula as a horizontal

sequence — Hook → Background → Key Definitions (optional) → Aim/Thesis →

Scope → Roadmap (optional) — with a note that shorter essays can compress

several steps into single sentences, works well as a shareable diagram for this

section. 



📚 Worked Example: "NHS staff turnover has reached record levels in recent

years [hook], placing renewed pressure on ward-level leadership to retain

experienced nurses [background]. This essay defines 'retention' as an

employee's continued tenure beyond an agreed benchmark period [definition].

While transformational leadership is frequently presented as the ideal response,

this essay argues that its effectiveness depends heavily on organisational

context, and that situational leadership offers a more reliable framework for ward-

level decision-making [thesis]. The discussion focuses specifically on acute NHS

settings [scope]. It begins by examining evidence for transformational leadership,

before considering its limitations and the case for a more context-sensitive

alternative [roadmap]." 

Step-by-Step Introduction Writing Process

Step 1: Re-read the assignment brief and command word

Before writing anything, confirm exactly what's being asked — the command word

tells you whether you need a thesis (for "critically evaluate" or "discuss") or simply a

clear purpose statement (for a descriptive report).

Step 2: Draft your thesis or aim first, even roughly

Write a one-sentence version of your position or purpose before you write the rest of

the introduction. Everything else in the introduction should build towards this

sentence.



Step 3: Choose an appropriate hook

Select a hook that's directly relevant to your specific question, not a generic

statement about the broad subject area (covered in detail in the next section).

Step 4: Add only the background the reader actually needs

Include enough context for an intelligent reader unfamiliar with the specific debate to

follow your argument — not a full history of the topic.

Step 5: Define only genuinely necessary terms

Define terms that are ambiguous, contested, or central to your specific argument —

not every technical word that appears in your assignment.

Step 6: State your scope clearly

Be explicit about what you will and won't cover, and briefly why — this protects you

from being marked down for "missing" content you deliberately excluded.

Step 7: Add a roadmap for longer or more complex assignments

A one-sentence preview of your structure helps the reader anticipate your argument,

particularly valuable in reports and longer essays.

Step 8: Revise once your body is complete

Return to your introduction after finishing your first full draft, and check that it

accurately reflects the argument you actually made — not the one you originally

planned to make.

💡 Expert Tip: Steps 2 and 8 are the two most commonly skipped, and also the

two that make the biggest difference to introduction quality. Draft your thesis early

to give your research direction, then revisit it once your argument is finished. 



Different Types of Hooks

A hook is the opening move of your introduction — a specific, relevant detail

designed to establish why your topic matters, before you move into background and

your thesis.

Hook Type Example Best Used

When

Avoid When

Interesting

statistic

"UK homeworking rates

stabilised at around 16%

of the workforce following

the pandemic (ONS,

2023)."

You have a

genuinely

relevant,

credible, current

figure

The statistic is

only loosely

related to your

specific

argument

Academic

fact

"Promissory estoppel was

first formally recognised in

English law in the 1947

High Trees case."

The fact directly

frames the

specific debate

you're

addressing

It's a well-known

fact with no real

bearing on your

argument

Short

scenario

"A newly qualified nurse,

faced with a deteriorating

patient and limited senior

support, must decide..."

The scenario is

directly relevant

to a reflective or

applied

assignment

It becomes a

lengthy narrative

that delays your

actual argument

Historical

context

"Transformational

leadership theory

emerged from

Burns' (1978) work on

political leadership before

being adapted to

organisational contexts."

Historical

development

genuinely

explains a

current debate

It becomes a full

history lesson

unrelated to your

specific question



Hook Type Example Best Used

When

Avoid When

Research

finding

"Bass and Riggio (2006)

found that transformational

leadership significantly

increased engagement

across service-sector

case studies."

The finding sets

up the specific

tension your

essay addresses

It's presented

without context,

before the

reader knows

why it matters

Question

(used

sparingly)

"What happens when a

widely recommended

leadership style meets a

chronically under-

resourced ward?"

Used rarely, and

only when it

genuinely

frames a real

tension

Used as a

gimmick, or in

disciplines/

markers who

prefer a more

direct,

declarative

opening

⚠ Common Mistake: Opening with "Throughout history, humans have always..."

or "In today's society..." — both are generic openings that could apply to almost

any topic, and rarely earn credit from UK markers. 

📌 Lecturer Advice: Some UK departments actively discourage rhetorical

questions as openings, viewing them as more suited to journalism than academic

writing. Check your module's style guidance, or default to a statistic, fact or

research finding if you're unsure. 

Writing Background Information



Background gives the reader just enough context to understand the significance of

your specific question — not a comprehensive history of the entire subject area.

A simple test for how much background to include

Ask: does the reader need this fact to understand why my thesis matters? If the

answer is no, it likely belongs in the body (if at all) rather than the introduction.

Too Little Background Appropriate

Background

Too Much

Background

Jumps straight to the

thesis with no context,

leaving the reader unsure

why the topic matters

Establishes the specific

context needed to

understand the debate in

one or two sentences

Provides a full literature

review or history lesson

before reaching the

thesis

📚 Worked Example: Appropriate: "Since 2020, remote working has shifted from

an occasional accommodation to a default expectation across UK small and

medium-sized enterprises, with mixed effects on measured productivity." This

gives just enough context — timeframe, sector, and the tension (mixed effects) —

without a full history of remote working. 

Defining Key Terms

Definitions should be included only where a term is genuinely ambiguous, contested

within your field, or central enough to your specific argument that a misunderstanding

would derail the reader.



When to define a term

Include a Definition Skip a Definition

The term has multiple meanings within your

field (e.g. "retention" measured differently

across studies)

The term is common knowledge

within your discipline and used in its

standard sense

Your argument depends on a specific,

narrower definition than the term's

everyday meaning

The term appears only in passing

and isn't central to your thesis

Your marking rubric or brief specifically

asks you to define key concepts

Defining it would simply pad the word

count without adding clarity

⚠ Common Mistake: Opening with a dictionary-style definition ("According to

the Oxford English Dictionary, leadership is defined as...") as a hook. This reads

as filler to most UK markers and rarely earns credit — if a definition is needed,

integrate it naturally rather than leading with it. 

Explaining the Assignment Aim

For reports, reflective assignments and other purpose-driven pieces, the equivalent

of a thesis statement is a clearly stated aim — what the report sets out to achieve,

rather than a position you're defending.



Examples of clearly stated aims

Weak Aim

Statement

Strong Aim Statement

"This report will look

at leadership in the

NHS."

"This report evaluates the effectiveness of current

leadership development programmes within NHS acute

trusts, with a view to recommending targeted

improvements to ward-level retention strategies."

"This reflective piece

discusses my clinical

placement."

"This reflective account critically examines a clinical

decision-making episode during my final-year placement,

applying Gibbs' Reflective Cycle to identify implications for

my future practice."

💡 Expert Tip: A strong aim statement usually names what the piece will do

(evaluate, examine, recommend, analyse) and what specifically it will do it to —

vague verbs like "look at" or "discuss" rarely commit to anything a marker can

hold you to. 

Writing a Strong Thesis Statement

A thesis statement is your specific, arguable position on the question — not simply a

restatement of the topic.



What makes a thesis strong

A strong thesis makes a claim that could, in principle, be disagreed with. If your thesis

is a fact no reasonable person would dispute, it isn't really a thesis — it's a topic

statement.

Topic Statement

(not a thesis)

Genuine Thesis Statement

"Leadership style

affects staff

retention."

"Situational leadership is more effective than

transformational leadership for reducing NHS ward-level

staff turnover."

"Remote working

has changed since

2020."

"While remote working has become normalised across UK

SMEs since 2020, its productivity benefits are contingent

on role type and management quality, rather than being a

universal improvement."

"Promissory

estoppel is important

in contract law."

"Promissory estoppel has meaningfully softened, but not

replaced, the requirement for consideration in English

contract law."

"Social media affects

mental health."

"Current evidence suggests that the relationship between

social media use and adolescent mental health is better

explained by usage patterns than by platform use itself."

📚 Worked Example (Marketing): "This report argues that Brand X's recent social

media campaign succeeded in raising awareness but failed to convert

engagement into measurable sales growth, indicating a disconnect between the

campaign's creative strategy and its commercial objectives." 



💡 Expert Tip: Test your thesis by imagining someone arguing the opposite

position. If you can't picture a reasonable opposing argument, your thesis

statement may be too safe or too broad to be genuinely arguable. 

Creating a Roadmap

A roadmap is a brief, one- or two-sentence preview of your structure, telling the

reader how your argument will unfold before it does.

When to include one

Assignment Length/Type Roadmap Recommended?

Short essay (under 1,500

words)

Often unnecessary — structure may be clear enough

without it

Standard essay (1,500–

3,000 words)

Recommended, kept to one sentence

Report Recommended, often reflecting the heading structure

directly

Dissertation or long

project

Essential, usually as part of a dedicated "structure of

this dissertation" paragraph

📚 Worked Example: "This essay first examines the evidence for transformational

leadership's effectiveness, before considering its limitations in high-pressure ward



settings, and finally makes the case for situational leadership as a more context-

sensitive alternative." 

⚠ Common Mistake: Writing a roadmap that doesn't match your actual final

structure, because it was drafted early and never revisited. Always check your

roadmap against your finished body paragraphs before submitting. 

Subject-Specific Introduction Examples

Different disciplines favour slightly different introduction conventions, though the

underlying formula — context, aim/thesis, scope — remains consistent.

📚 Business: "UK small and medium-sized enterprises have faced sustained

pressure to adapt their operating models since 2020, with hybrid working now a

structural feature rather than a temporary measure. This report evaluates the

effectiveness of hybrid working policies at [Company], focusing specifically on

their impact on measured team productivity over the past two financial years." 

📚 Marketing: "Social media engagement metrics are increasingly used as a

proxy for campaign success, despite limited evidence that engagement reliably

predicts commercial outcomes. This report critically evaluates Brand X's 2025

social media campaign, examining whether its strong engagement figures

translated into measurable sales growth." 

📚 Finance: "Following a period of sustained interest rate volatility, UK retail

investors have shown increasing interest in fixed-income assets. This report

assesses the relative risk-adjusted returns of UK government bonds versus



corporate bonds over the past five years, with implications for retail portfolio

strategy." 

📚 Law: "The doctrine of promissory estoppel has long sat uneasily alongside the

traditional requirement for consideration in English contract law. This essay

critically evaluates the extent to which estoppel has altered, rather than replaced,

the doctrine of consideration, focusing on developments in English case law

since the High Trees decision." 

📚 Nursing: "Reflective practice is widely regarded as essential to safe clinical

decision-making, yet newly qualified nurses often report feeling underprepared to

apply reflective models under pressure. Using Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, this

assignment critically examines a clinical decision-making episode from my final-

year placement, considering its implications for my future practice." 

📚 Psychology: "Research into the relationship between social media use and

adolescent wellbeing has produced inconsistent findings, often attributed to

differences in how 'use' is operationalised across studies. This report examines

whether usage pattern, rather than platform type, better predicts wellbeing

outcomes among UK adolescents aged 13–17." 

📚 Computer Science: "As web applications increasingly handle sensitive user

data, the security of authentication mechanisms has become a critical design

consideration. This report evaluates the relative security and usability trade-offs

of multi-factor authentication methods, with a focus on their suitability for small-

scale web applications." 

📚 Engineering: "Structural fatigue remains a leading cause of failure in steel

bridge components subject to cyclical loading. This report investigates the effect



of weld geometry on fatigue life in steel I-beam connections, using finite element

analysis to model stress concentration under simulated traffic loading." 

📚 Education: "Formative assessment is widely promoted as a tool for improving

pupil attainment, yet its implementation varies considerably across UK primary

classrooms. This assignment critically evaluates the impact of structured

formative feedback on pupil engagement in a Key Stage 2 setting, drawing on my

recent placement experience." 

Essay vs Report Introductions

Feature Essay Introduction Report Introduction

Central

statement

Thesis statement

(arguable position)

Aim/purpose statement (what the

report sets out to do)

Typical

length

8–10% of word count 8–10% of word count, sometimes

supplemented by a separate

executive summary

Structure

signals

Roadmap sentence,

integrated into prose

Roadmap often mirrors the heading

structure directly

Tone Builds toward a position

the essay will argue for

States a clear, often more neutral,

purpose or objective

Headings None — continuous prose Sometimes labelled "1. Introduction"

as part of numbered sections



Feature Essay Introduction Report Introduction

Scope

statement

Often integrated into the

same sentence as the

thesis

Frequently a distinct, explicit

sentence (e.g. "This report does not

cover...")

📌 Lecturer Advice: If you're ever unsure whether your introduction reads more

like an essay or a report, check whether it states an arguable position (essay) or

a clear objective (report) — this single distinction usually resolves most formatting

uncertainty. 

Weak vs Strong Introduction Examples

Example 1 (Business)

Weak Strong

"In today's competitive

business environment,

leadership is very important

for companies to succeed.

This essay will discuss

leadership and look at

different theories."

"NHS staff turnover has reached record levels in

recent years, placing renewed pressure on ward-

level leadership to retain experienced nurses. This

essay argues that situational leadership offers a

more reliable framework than transformational

leadership for improving retention in high-pressure

ward settings."

Why the strong version works: it opens with specific, relevant context rather than a

generic claim, and states an arguable thesis rather than announcing a topic.



Example 2 (Law)

Weak Strong

"Contract law is an

important area of English

law. This essay will

discuss consideration and

estoppel."

"The doctrine of promissory estoppel has long sat

uneasily alongside the traditional requirement for

consideration in English contract law. This essay

argues that estoppel has meaningfully softened,

though not replaced, the requirement for consideration

since the High Trees decision."

Why the strong version works: it identifies the specific tension in the law rather

than describing the topic generally, and commits to a specific, arguable position.

Example 3 (Nursing, reflective)

Weak Strong

"During my placement I had

many experiences. This

assignment will reflect on

one of them using a

reflective model."

"During a final-year placement, a rapid deterioration

in a patient's condition tested my ability to escalate

concerns appropriately under pressure. Using Gibbs'

Reflective Cycle, this assignment critically examines

that decision-making process and its implications for

my future practice."

Why the strong version works: it names the specific experience and the specific

skill being examined, rather than describing the exercise in generic terms.

💡 Expert Tip: Notice that every "strong" example above is not meaningfully

longer than its weak counterpart — the improvement comes from specificity, not

extra length. 



Common Lecturer Feedback

The feedback UK lecturers give on introductions tends to repeat across disciplines

and institutions. Recognising these patterns in your own drafts is one of the fastest

ways to improve.

Common Feedback

Comment

What It Usually Means How to Fix It

"Too vague" The introduction describes

the topic generally without

committing to a specific

position

Add a clear, arguable

thesis or specific aim

statement

"No clear argument" The reader can't identify

your thesis from the

introduction

State your position

explicitly, in one

identifiable sentence

"Too much

background"

The introduction spends too

long on context before

reaching the point

Cut background to only

what's needed to

understand your thesis

"No focus" The introduction tries to

cover too broad a topic

rather than the specific

question set

Narrow your scope

statement and align it with

the actual brief

"Missing

purpose" (reports)

The reader can't tell what the

report is trying to achieve

Add an explicit aim

statement naming what

the report will do

"Doesn't match the

question"



Common Feedback

Comment

What It Usually Means How to Fix It

The introduction addresses a

related but different topic to

the one set

Re-check the command

word, topic words and

limiting words in your brief

⚠ Common Mistake: Receiving repeated "too vague" feedback across multiple

assignments without changing the underlying habit — usually caused by writing

the thesis or aim statement last, as an afterthought, rather than deciding it first

and building the introduction around it. 

Common Student Mistakes

# Mistake Why It Weakens the Introduction

1 Opening with "In today's society..." or

"Throughout history..."

Generic openings apply to almost

any topic and rarely earn credit

2 No clear thesis or aim statement Reader can't identify your position or

purpose

3 Starting with a dictionary definition Reads as filler; UK markers rarely

reward this opening

4 Including detailed evidence or

citations in the introduction

Evidence belongs in the body, not

the introduction

5 Writing an introduction that's

disproportionately long

Crowds out word count needed for

critical analysis in the body



# Mistake Why It Weakens the Introduction

6 Writing an introduction that's too

short to cover the required elements

Leaves the reader without enough

context or a clear thesis

7 A roadmap that doesn't match the

actual final structure

Misleads the reader about what

follows

8 Repeating the assignment question

word-for-word as the opening

sentence

Reads as lazy rather than engaged

with the topic

9 Using a rhetorical question as a

gimmick rather than a genuine

framing device

Can read as unacademic in

disciplines that prefer direct

statements

10 Defining every technical term, even

common ones

Pads the word count without adding

clarity

11 A thesis statement that isn't actually

arguable

Reads as a fact rather than a

position, giving the essay nothing to

prove

12 Writing the introduction first and

never revising it after finishing the

draft

Introduction may promise an

argument the final essay doesn't

deliver

13 No stated scope Risks being marked down for

omitting content you deliberately

excluded

14 Overpromising in the roadmap

(claiming to cover more than the

word count allows)

Sets up an expectation the

assignment can't meet

15 Using first person inappropriately for

the discipline

Check module conventions — first

person is expected in some

reflective writing but not most essays



# Mistake Why It Weakens the Introduction

16 Starting with a quotation with no

explanation of its relevance

Leaves the reader unsure why the

quote matters

17 An aim statement using vague verbs

like "look at" or "discuss"

Commits to nothing specific that a

marker can assess

18 Introducing new terminology in the

introduction without ever using it

again

Suggests the definition wasn't

actually necessary

19 A hook entirely disconnected from

the actual thesis

Confuses the reader about what the

piece is really about

20 Failing to check the introduction

against the marking rubric

Misses easily fixable structural or

clarity issues

21 Copying the structure of an

introduction from a different

assignment type

Essay conventions don't transfer

directly to report or reflective writing

22 Using overly casual language or

contractions

Reads as informal in a context

expecting a more formal register

23 An introduction that reads identically

to the conclusion

Suggests no real development of the

argument between the two

24 Failing to mention the specific scope

limitations (e.g. UK-only, since 2020)

Leaves ambiguity about whether off-

topic content should have been

included

25 Treating the introduction as an

afterthought written in the final

minutes before submission

Rushed introductions are usually the

most vague and least specific

26 Reads as data description rather

than a clear position



# Mistake Why It Weakens the Introduction

Overloading the introduction with

statistics instead of committing to an

argument

⚠ Common Mistake: By far the most common issue across UK universities —

an introduction that describes the topic broadly instead of committing to a

specific, arguable position or a clearly defined purpose. 

Introduction Checklist

✅ Printable Introduction Checklist

My introduction opens with specific, relevant context rather than a generic

statement

☐

I have included only the background genuinely needed to understand my

thesis

☐

I have defined only terms that are genuinely ambiguous or central to my

argument

☐

My thesis or aim statement is specific and clearly identifiable☐

My thesis makes an arguable claim, not just a statement of fact☐

I have stated the scope of what I will and won't cover☐

I have included a roadmap if my assignment is a standard essay, report, or

longer piece

☐



Introduction Templates

Essay Introduction Template

✅ Essay Introduction Template

My introduction contains no detailed evidence or in-depth analysis☐

My introduction is proportionate to my total word count (roughly 8–10%)☐

I have re-read my introduction after finishing my full draft, to check it matches

my final argument

☐

I have checked my introduction against the marking rubric's structure/clarity

criteria

☐

Sentence 1–2: Hook — specific, relevant context☐

Sentence 3: Brief background, only if needed☐

Sentence 4: Thesis statement — your specific, arguable position☐

Sentence 5: Scope — what will and won't be covered☐

Sentence 6: Roadmap — brief preview of your structure☐



Report Introduction Template

✅ Report Introduction Template

Case Study Introduction Template

✅ Case Study Introduction Template

Reflective Assignment Introduction Template

✅ Reflective Assignment Introduction Template

Sentence 1–2: Context — why this issue matters now☐

Sentence 3: Aim statement — what this report sets out to do☐

Sentence 4: Scope — boundaries of the report (timeframe, sector,

geography)

☐

Sentence 5: Methodology note, if applicable☐

Sentence 6: Roadmap — often mirrors your heading structure directly☐

Sentence 1–2: Brief context on the organisation/scenario being examined☐

Sentence 3: Purpose of the analysis — what question the case study will

answer

☐

Sentence 4: Frameworks or theories to be applied☐

Sentence 5: Scope — which aspects of the case will and won't be examined☐

Sentence 1–2: Brief context on the practice area or placement setting☐

Sentence 3: The specific experience or episode being reflected upon☐



Research Report Introduction Template

✅ Research Report Introduction Template

Need feedback on your assignment introduction before submission? Our

UK academic tutors can review your structure, clarity, academic writing, and

referencing to help you strengthen your work. 

Practice Exercises

✅ Exercise 1 — Turn a topic into a thesis

Sentence 4: The reflective model being used (e.g. Gibbs' Reflective Cycle)☐

Sentence 5: What the reflection aims to demonstrate about your

development

☐

Sentence 1–2: Context establishing the research gap or problem☐

Sentence 3: Research aim or question☐

Sentence 4: Brief note on methodology or approach☐

Sentence 5: Scope — what the research does and doesn't address☐

Sentence 6: Roadmap of the report's remaining sections☐

Write down your assignment's broad topic in one sentence☐



✅ Exercise 2 — Hook audit

✅ Exercise 3 — The single-sentence test

✅ Exercise 4 — Roadmap check

Ask: what specific, arguable position could I take on this topic?☐

Rewrite your sentence so it makes a claim someone could reasonably

disagree with

☐

Write three possible opening sentences using three different hook types from

this guide

☐

For each, ask: is this specific to my exact question, or could it apply to almost

any essay on this topic?

☐

Choose the most specific option as your final hook☐

Read your draft introduction and try to summarise your thesis or aim in a

single sentence, without looking back at your draft

☐

If you can't do this confidently, your introduction likely needs a clearer, more

explicit thesis or aim statement

☐

After finishing your full draft, list your actual body section headings or main

points

☐

Compare this list against your introduction's roadmap sentence☐

Revise the roadmap so it accurately reflects what you actually wrote☐



✅ Exercise 5 — Background trim

Frequently Asked Questions

1. How long should an assignment introduction be? Roughly 8–10% of your total

word count — for a 2,000-word essay, approximately 160–200 words.

2. What's the difference between a thesis statement and an aim statement? A

thesis statement presents an arguable position (used mainly in essays); an aim

statement states a clear purpose or objective (used mainly in reports).

3. Should I include a hook in every introduction? A specific, relevant opening is

recommended in most assignments, though it should be understated and directly

connected to your topic — not a dramatic or generic statement.

4. Is it acceptable to use a question as an opening line? Sparingly, and only

where it genuinely frames a real tension in your topic — some UK departments

discourage rhetorical questions as too informal, so check your module's style

guidance.

5. Should I write my introduction before or after my body paragraphs? Many

strong writers draft a rough introduction first (to clarify their thesis), then revise it

Highlight every sentence in your introduction that isn't your hook, thesis,

scope or roadmap

☐

For each highlighted sentence, ask: does the reader need this to understand

my thesis?

☐

Cut any sentence where the honest answer is no☐



properly after finishing the body, once they know exactly what argument they've

made.

6. How do I know if my thesis statement is strong enough? Test whether

someone could reasonably disagree with it — if your thesis is simply a fact, it isn't yet

an arguable thesis.

7. Do report introductions need a thesis statement? Not usually — reports

typically use a clear aim or purpose statement instead of an arguable thesis, though

the underlying principle (state your position/purpose clearly) is the same.

8. Should I define every technical term in my introduction? No — define only

terms that are genuinely ambiguous, contested, or central to your specific argument;

defining common terms unnecessarily pads the word count.

9. What is a roadmap, and do I always need one? A roadmap is a brief preview of

your structure. It's recommended for standard essays, reports and longer

assignments, but often unnecessary for very short pieces where the structure is

already obvious.

10. Can I include statistics in my introduction? Yes, as a hook or piece of context,

provided they're relevant and properly cited — but save detailed statistical analysis

for the body.

11. How do I avoid a generic-sounding opening? Avoid broad statements like "In

today's society..." and instead open with something specific to your exact question —

a precise fact, statistic or scenario.

12. What's the biggest mistake students make in introductions? Describing the

topic broadly without committing to a specific, arguable thesis or a clearly defined

purpose — by far the most common lecturer feedback across UK universities.

13. Should my introduction match my conclusion closely? It should reflect the

same overall position, but not repeat it word-for-word — your conclusion should

synthesise the evidence you've now presented, not simply restate the introduction.



14. How do I write an introduction for a reflective assignment? Briefly set the

scene for the specific experience being reflected on, name the reflective model you're

using, and state what the reflection aims to demonstrate about your development.

15. Is first person acceptable in an introduction? It depends on your discipline

and assignment type — reflective writing (particularly in Nursing and Education) often

permits or requires it, while most essays expect third person. Check your module

handbook.

16. How specific should my scope statement be? Specific enough that a reader

knows exactly what boundaries you've set — timeframe, geography, sector, or

population — and briefly why.

17. What if my assignment brief doesn't clearly indicate whether I need a thesis

or an aim statement? Check the command word: words like "critically evaluate" or

"discuss" usually call for an arguable thesis; more descriptive or investigative briefs

often call for a clear aim statement instead.

18. Can I use a direct quotation as my opening hook? Yes, if it's directly relevant

and you immediately explain its significance to your argument — an unexplained

quotation left to "speak for itself" is a common and avoidable weakness.

19. How do I stop my introduction running too long? Check each sentence

against the formula (hook, background, definitions, aim/thesis, scope, roadmap) —

any sentence that doesn't serve one of these functions is likely padding.

20. Should I mention my methodology in an essay introduction? Not usually —

methodology sections are more typical of reports and empirical research; essays

generally don't require a separate methodology statement.

21. What's the best way to check if my introduction answers the actual

question? Compare your thesis or aim statement directly against the command

word, topic words and limiting words in your original brief.

22. How do I write an introduction when I haven't finished my research yet?

Draft a working thesis based on your research so far, then revise the introduction

once your research and argument are more fully developed.



23. Is it acceptable to change my thesis statement partway through drafting?

Yes, and this is normal — a working thesis is expected to evolve as your evidence

develops; just make sure your final introduction reflects your final position.

24. How do lecturers typically mark introductions? Usually as part of a broader

"structure" or "clarity" criterion, assessing whether the introduction states a clear

position/purpose and appropriately scopes the assignment.

25. What's a common weakness lecturers flag in international students'

introductions? Occasionally, a preference for broader, more descriptive openings

common in other academic traditions, where UK markers expect a more direct,

specific thesis or aim stated early.

26. Should my introduction include page numbers or headings? Essays

generally don't use headings within the introduction; reports sometimes label it "1.

Introduction" as part of a numbered section structure.

27. How do I write a strong introduction under time pressure? Focus first on a

clear, specific thesis or aim statement — even a rushed introduction is far stronger

with a clear position than a polished one without.

28. Can my introduction be one long paragraph, or should it be split? For most

standard-length essays, one well-organised paragraph is standard; longer reports

may split the introduction across a few short paragraphs or subheadings.

29. What should I do if my introduction and conclusion contradict each other?

Revise your introduction to match the position you actually ended up arguing — this

is a normal and expected part of finishing a first draft, not a sign of a flawed process.

30. How important is the introduction compared to the rest of the assignment?

It carries meaningful marks directly (via structure and clarity criteria) and indirectly

shapes how favourably a marker reads everything that follows, so it's worth the

proportionate care this guide recommends.

31. What's the fastest way to improve a weak introduction? Identify your specific,

arguable thesis or aim statement first, then rebuild the rest of the introduction (hook,

background, scope) around that sentence.



Key Takeaways

An introduction should make up roughly 8–10% of your total word count — no

more, no less.

Open with something specific and relevant, not a generic statement about the

broad topic.

Include only the background and definitions genuinely needed to understand your

thesis.

State a clear, specific, arguable thesis (essays) or aim (reports) — this is the

single most common area of lecturer feedback.

Define your scope explicitly, so you're not marked down for content you

deliberately excluded.

Add a roadmap for longer or more complex assignments, and check it matches

your final structure.

Never include detailed evidence or full critical analysis in the introduction — that

belongs in the body.

Revise your introduction after finishing your full draft, so it accurately reflects the

argument you actually made.

Use the templates and checklist in this guide as a starting framework, adapted to

your specific assignment type and discipline.

Conclusion

A strong introduction isn't about clever opening lines or dramatic hooks — it's about

clarity. The best UK university introductions tell the reader, in a small amount of

space, exactly what question is being answered, exactly where the writer stands, and
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exactly what to expect next. Everything else — background, definitions, roadmap —

exists only to support that clarity, not to replace it.

Use the formula, templates and worked examples in this guide as a structure for your

next introduction, and remember that the strongest fix for most weak introductions is

the same: state your specific, arguable thesis or aim clearly, and build everything else

around it.

Need feedback on your assignment introduction before submission? Our

UK academic tutors can review your structure, clarity, academic writing, and

referencing to help you strengthen your work before you submit. 

People Also Ask

What should be included in an assignment introduction? Relevant context, brief

background, any necessary definitions, a clear thesis or aim statement, defined

scope, and — for longer work — a roadmap of the structure.

How do you start an introduction for a university essay? With specific, relevant

context rather than a generic statement — a precise fact, statistic, or framing detail

directly tied to your exact question.

What is a thesis statement in an assignment introduction? A clear, arguable

position on the question being asked, stated directly rather than implied — the central

claim the rest of the essay will support.

How long should a report introduction be compared to an essay? Both are

typically around 8–10% of the total word count, though reports sometimes

supplement this with a separate executive summary.



What is the most common mistake in assignment introductions? Describing the

topic broadly without stating a specific, arguable thesis or a clearly defined purpose.

Related Searches

How to write an introduction for an essay UK · assignment introduction example ·

thesis statement examples UK university · report introduction example · hook

sentence examples academic writing · introduction word count essay · essay vs

report introduction · reflective assignment introduction example · academic writing

introduction structure.

Topical authority note: This guide forms part of AssignPro Solution's academic

skills library, alongside dedicated guides on starting an assignment, structuring

an assignment, writing conclusions, and critical analysis — together covering the

full assignment-writing process from first brief to final submission. 

Related Guides

Complete Assignment Writing Guide UK

How to Start an Assignment

How to Structure an Assignment

How to Write an Assignment Conclusion

Critical Analysis Guide

Harvard Referencing Guide

APA 7 Guide
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Essay Writing Guide

Report Writing Guide

External Sources Referenced

Office for Students – Student Information

British Library – Academic Skills and Research Support

University of Portsmouth – Essays: Task Words

University of Bristol – Marking Criteria and Scales

Open University – Quick Guide to Harvard Referencing

Google Scholar – Search Guidance

This guide is provided for educational purposes to help UK university students

write their own assignment introductions independently. AssignPro Solution offers

tutoring, feedback, proofreading and referencing guidance only, and does not

write or complete assignments on behalf of students.

© 2026 AssignPro Solution. Educational content only — tutoring, feedback, proofreading and

referencing support for UK university students. 
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